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FIGHTING FOR

OUR LIVES:

CREATING REAL CHOICES

A CONFERENCE ON ISSUES FACING
THE ABORTION RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN THE 90'S

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21
17th Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade

The History of and Political Strategies for the Women’s Movement

e Patricia Ireland, Executive Vice President, NOW
e Angela Bowen, Chair, National Coalition for Black Lesbians and Gays

Workshops:

Reproductive Technology: Advances and Abuses
Reproductive Choices and Workplace Concerns
Poverty, Social Policy and Reproductive Rights
International Policies:The Struggle for Autonomy and
Reproductive Rights

e Reproductive Rights: Access for All

Open Strategy Discussion: Where do we go from here?

11 a.m. registration - 5 p.m. Pre-registration required
Boston University, 705 Commonwealth Ave. for Childcare and ASL
$5 donation (more if you can; less if you can’t) Call by January 16th

For more information or to volunteer call Boston NOW: (617) 782-1056 or 782-4059
Sponsored by Boston NOW and the Alliance Against Women's Oppression



Pro-choice Activist
Arrested!

On January 13, 1990, Mary A., a long-time
member of Boston NOW's Pro-choice Alert
phonetree, was arrested at the Gynecare clinic in
Boston during a non-violent clinic defense effort.
She was charged with assult and battery with a
dangerous weapon--her foot.

She needs your help

Donate to her defense fund

Ad Hoc Mary A. Defense Fund
MIT Branch

Post Office Box 294
Cambridge, MA 02139

Mary's story was recounted in a column by Bella English of the Boston
Globe (see other side). Mary, unfortunately, has to pay her own legal
expenses. An ad hoc defense fund has been set up to aid her in this effort,
donations of any size will be greatly appreciated.
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| Protracted Protests Costly

Anti-abortion demonstrations
wreak havoc on Brookline police

By Beth Fertig

When the costs of local anti- -
abortion demonstrations
began adding up last year, the
town fought back in court.

It used an anti-racketeering
federal law to sue Qperation
Rescue activists in an attempt
to reclaim roughly $100,000
spent on police overtime. An
additional $49,000 has been
spent on police overtime since
the current fiscal year began
last July.

But after a year and a half
of “rescue” demonstrations
outside the town's three abor-

| tion clinics, sometimes involv-

ing as many as 200 arrests,
police say the real costs add
up to a lot more than over-
time.

Approximately 30 officers
have been injured on duty at

l the Beacon Street demonstra-
—sions. One officer, Scott Seto,

_asn't returned to work since
the December 9 protest when,
police say, he sustained a
back injury.

N

“Every time a police officer  In addition to the soaring overtime costs that have

is out injured, it costs the

resulted from local anti-abortion protests, police
| town for that day, plus the officers have been injured while on duty and

overtime of hiring someone,” equipment has been destroyed.

explains Chief of Police George
Simard.

He says many of the injuries that occur
at anti-abortion demonstrations are back-
related. Demonstrators are trained to go
limp when approached by police, who then
most carry them away from clinic
entrances.

Furthermore, a $1,000 police barricade
was broken in December and extra prison-
er meals ordered for the arrested demon-
strators have added up to about $2,000.
One captain suffered a chipped tooth, and

other officers sustained cuts to their fin-
gers and ripped their uniforms.

Slim chances

“We've had guys' glasses broken,” says
Simard. “You can never figure out all the
~incidentals that go into these. Special
nandcuffs we have to buy, there's been so
many people. ... They cost us.”

PHOTO BY LINDA HAAS

With the closing of Operation Rescue's
national office in New York late last
month, the chances may be even slimmer
that the town will be able to reclaim its
money. Federal authorities seized the
national group's accounts after it failed to

pay thousands of dollars in fines for violat-

ing court injunctions.

“You think we'll ever get any money?”
is{&s Simard. “I wouldn't stand waiting for
it.

But it is unlikely that Operation Rescue
will soften its tactics over concern for
additional injuries.

“We have just as many injuries amongst
Operation Rescue,” says spokesman
Robgrt Delery, who adds that his group is
mu.lhng over possible charges of police bru-
tahty Two members were treated for
injuries at the last demonstration.
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“We're not injuring [police],” he
explains. “They don't have strong bac_ks.
They get tired of carrying us. It‘s"thelr
fault their backs aren't in shape.

In fact, he adds, “We complain because
we think it's absolutely unnecessary for
the Brookline police to pull in so many

police for overtime duty. All they have to
do is aitest us slowly.”

New tactics

Of course, he adds, clinic openings
would be delayed if police didn't react so
quickly to his group's blockades.

Future costs to the town depend on the
actions of protesters, who have given 10
sign that they intend to go away.

e " e e
Topoov sk | AR

|264 CHESTNUT ST
Newnn MA p2104

At the last major demonstration in Jan-
uary, anti-abortion protesters got even
closer to their target by crowding into the
entranceway of Planned Parenthood's Bea-
con Street office building.

This resulted in criminal trespass
charges, a more serious violation than the
civil offense of obstructing sidewalks, a
tactic in previous demonstrations.

Simard says Operation Rescue members
are getting more violent and have “gone
over the limits of law.”

But anti-abortion forces aren't the only
ones becoming more vocal on Beacon
Street. “We're having a problem with NOW
people too,” says Captain of Detectives
Francis Hayes. Hayes is referring to the
National Organization for Women.

Pro-choice demonstrators were arrested
in January for blocking the sidewalks.
“They're trying to block the other people,”
says Hayes. “They think they're doing us a
big favor. Whether they are or not I don't
know. Both sides are getting a little more
militant than they were.”

“It's the type of situation that could
erupt into a physical confrontation and
we'd do everything in our power to avoid,”
says Selectmen Chairman Jeffrey Allen.

“I would hope that there would be less
violence. As they change their tactics,
they increase the potential for criminal
prosecution,” he adds. “If they force their
way into a clinic, ... it could lead to possi-
ble felonies, breaking and entering.”

Allen and Chief Simard recently dis-
cussed how to prevent escalation of vio-
lence in a meeting with abortion clinic rep-
resentatives and two pro-choice groups.
The clinic people themselves are concerned
with the new pro-choice tactics.

Allen also suspects anti-abortion groups
will target him this spring as his campaign
for re-election to the Board of Selectmen
heats up.

“We hope and pray he will be defeated,”
says Operation Rescue's Delery but said
the organization does not get involved in
politics.

Operation Rescue won't reveal its
strategies, but says it will hold more
demonstrations in the future.

Detective Hayes predicts “small, more
militant type of demonstrations” in coming
months. “Having all these people come out
is getting harder and harder for the Res-
cue people.”
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Pro-choice advocates under fire;
local clinics slam militant tactics

By Dan Greenfield
Citizen Staff

Faced with a rising difficulty
in handling the weekly Satur-
day morning abortion demon-
strations, police and town
officials are now trying to con-
vince pro-choice advocates to
take a less pugnacious ap-
proach to helping keep the
town's three abortion clinics
open.

Last week, Selectmen Chair-
man Jeffrey Allen, Police Chief
George Simard and other
police officials met with
representatives from three
abortion clinics in town and
two pro-choice groups. Accord-
ing to Allen, the pro choice ad-
vocates’ new tactic of
confronting anti-abortion
demonstrators is making the
situation more volatile. Until
recently, both sides had re-
mained separate.

“First, it makes Operation
Rescue look more imposing,”’
Allen said. ‘“Second, it has
made it more difficult for
police to control.’

However, pro-choice sup-
porters maintain that they are
not at fault.

“The issue here is that the
pro-choice people are not the
problem,” stated Ellen Con-
visser, the Boston NOW head.
“If the Operation Rescue peo-
ple weren't [blockading the -
clinics], the pro-choice people STAFF PHOTO BY JOHN RICH l

Pro-choice activists are being accused of questionable tactics by |
e PRO-CHOICE, page 7 local officials and clinic operators. ‘
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Clinics ask pro-choice activists t, pull back

® PRO-CHOICE,
continued from page 1

would not come out. . . .[Brook-
line’s] problem is with Operation
Rescue. They are blaming the vic-
tim here. That should not be hap-
pening.”

Repro Director Glenda Barkin
refuted the claim. “The pro-choice
people should be heard, but
should not make it more difficult
to open up the clinics,”

Convisser, however, holds fast
that “Operation Rescue is the vil-
lain. Operation Rescue is the
problem.”

Allen explained that “pro-
choice groups have in the past
coordinated their demonstrations

to make their point without mak- .

ing a hindrance” and urged the
Pro-choice supporters that “any-
thing you could do to go back to
the old method” would help.

Long-standing problem

Police officials have been trying
to deal with this problem since
1988, when Operation Rescue
irst tried to block Potential abor-
tion patients from entering the
three clinics in town. These tac-
tics brought out pro-choice sup-
porters, including rallies with
such politicians as Lt. Gov. Eve-
lyn Murphy and Sen. Lois Pines.

What it also did was put more
pressure on the police depart-
ment. Many Saturdays, various
selectmen would be in front of the
clinics at 6 a.m. along with a large
contingent of police officers. The
overtime costs incurred by these
demonstrations has cost the town
over $125,000. It prompted Allen
to invoke the Racketeering and
Influenced Corruption Organiza-
tions Act, or RICO, against Oper-
ation Rescue to get reimbursed
for the costs. That suit is pending
in court.

But in the meantime, the town
continues to call in officers on
Saturday mornings to keep the
peace at the ever-increasing con-

" frontational demonstrations, as

well as keep open the clinics and
divert the usual traffic jams that
ensue in those neighborhoods.
The most recent demonstration
occured on Jan. 13, when several
people were arrested.

Time best spent?

“It creates a problem for us,”
said Nicki Nichols Gamble, execu-
tive director of the Planned
Parenthood League of Mas-
sachusetts. “The pro-choice peo-
ple can cause problems for clinics
and the police.”

“Brookline is a very unusual
city,” Gamble continued, “We

have had excellent police protec-
tion and cooperation. . . .Clinics
are not the place pro-choice peo-
ple should be demonstrating, par-
ticularly if police are keeping the
door open and from being blocked
by anti-choice people.”

Gamble said that pro-choice
Supporters would be using their
time better demonstrating at the
legislature and in towns that need
better pro-choice support.

Allen denied allegations that
the town was “leaning” on the
pro-choice groups to back off in
order to make the demonstrations
more manageable or to save
money for the town.

“Categorically not true.. .. We
would never ask any organization
to back off.. . . Cost was no factor
in calling the meeting or part of
any discussion that took place in
the meeting.”
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Pro-choice activists forget about
th ¢y Y : I U h
e ‘'women in women's rights

The pro-choice groups had the right idea when they came
to Brookline last year—to provide necessary support for
women exercising their constitutional right to a safe, legal
abortion. :

It appears now that their motives were not quite so mature.

In recent days, police and town officials, as well as clinic
directors, have asked the pro-choice demonstrators to dees-
calate their activities in Brookline.

Local police, the argument goes, have done an excellent
job keeping the clinics accessible. But the presence of increas-
ingly militant pro-choice activists is making that job more
difficult.

It appears however that NOW'’s Ellen Convisser is more
congerned with the means than the end of this problem. If
the anti-abortion demonstrators from Operation Rescue in-
sist on making public nuisances of themselves, according to
Convisser’s logic, then the pro-choice demonstrators will be
equally obnoxious. :

The bottom line here is that the town of Brookline has
taken every step necessary to ensure women’s rights in
Brookline—including the use of a racketeering statute
against Operation Rescue.

Convisser and other pro-choice demonstrators should ac-
cede to the requests of the clinics and police and find another
venue at which to score ideological points.

o o——



The Brookline Citizen

Have people become too accustomed to
anti-abortion tactics?

By Ellen Convisser

An editorial in the Feb. 8
Brookline Citizen attacked the
pro-choice community. Labeling
women’s rights activists ‘“‘ob-
noxious’ and calling us ‘‘public
nuisances,” the paper lashed out
against those who are protect-
ing women'’s access to abortion
services.

The paper trivialized the work

that—by its own -admission—it
considered vital and important
a year and a half ago. What
it once viewed as sensible and
“necessary’ it now calls ‘“im-
mature.”’

What happened over the
course of the past year to
change the view of this paper—
and, ostensibly, the view of
others, such as the police and
the clinics? What happened to
make these forces lean on the
organized pro-choice communi-
ty and its response to violence
and terrorism at the clinics?

When Operation Rescue first
attacked the clinics in this area,
pro-choice (and even many anti-
abortion) people were horrified.

They saw the blockades; they
knew that these bullies were
trying to force women into a
position where we cannot exer-

cise our right to abortion and -

other health services.

The community was justifia-
bly outraged; feminists took ac-
tion. The National Organization
for Women (NOW), along with
the other choice groups, or-
ganized a careful and thought-
ful response. It set up a
Pro-Choice Alert System so that
pro-choice people throughout the
area could know about the at-
tacks on women’s rights and
could help us protect access
to abortion. NOW trained liter-
ally hundreds of activists in
security and escorting, so that
the counter-demonstration at
the clinics would be non-violent
and that pro-choice activists
could, as they do each Satur-
day and during the clinic at-
tacks of Operation Rescue, help
women get into the clinic
without getting physically hurt
or harassed.

The horror of the attacks
moved many people. There was

Feb. 23,1990

support of the activists’ work—
by the clinics and by the police
and by the community.

Over the past year, however,
the sting of the assault has
worn off. Maybe it no longer
seems horrifying to hear men
screaming threats at women

" who try to enter an abortion
clinic; maybe it has become -

commonplace to see people
blocking entrances to clinics and
to know that it sometimes can
take hours before the anti-choice
people can be removed. Maybe
people do not think we can
get rid of the violence done
by Operation Rescue. Maybe
people are beginning to accept
the serious ‘‘nuisance” they
present.

Has this community, like
others under siege, come to ac-
cept terror as a given? Have
people, such as the editors of
this paper, moved towards a

@f‘d
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Patronizing editorial is
offensive to all women

To the Editor:

My sense of deja vu at your
recent editorial on abortion
rights activists was amazing.

Twenty or more years ago,
feminists were told that they
were silly women who didn't
know how good they really had
it. Why complain when hus-
bands, the church and politi-
cians all knew what was in the
lﬁg!a@;:ip@g;egt,sv of their wives,

the girls-in-the effice -and those

crazy libbers? Just cross your
legs and move to the back of
the bus.

Now, the Brookiline Citizen
takes the same patronizing atti-
tude to suggest that the
feminist community is “not
quite so mature” in its con-
tinued defense of access to local
women's health clinics. What
has changed is that women will
no longer demurely accept the
physical and verbal harassment
directed at abortion rights ac-
tivists and clients by Operation
Rescue. We simply refuse to be
made victims by anti-choice
zealots, and we claim our right
to a pro-choice space in front
of the clinics.

Attacking Ellen Convisser and

the National Organization for
Women for daring to say they
will not go home, or across the
street, during O.R.’s violent, ille-
gal blockades smacks of the
same old intolerance of uppity
women and people of color. Just
move to the back of the bus,
ladies. The town of Brookline
Is in the driver's seat now.

Angela Beauchamp
7 Carol Ave.

Operation Rescue is the
problem in Brookline

To the Editor:

As the largest Pro-Choice or-
ganization on a college campus
in the North East with a dedi-
cated number of clinic defense
activists/escorts, we have wit-
nessed too many Operation Res-
cue demonstrations to allow the
article “‘Pro-Choice Activists Un-
der Fire: Local Clinics Slam Mili-
tant Tactics” to be printed
without an angry response.

The article cites Selectman
Jeffrey Allen as alleging that
“The Pro-Choice advocates’ new
tactic of confronting anti-
abortion demonstrators is mak-
ing the situation more volatile.
Until recently, both sides had
remained separate.” Pro-Choice
activists have been trained not
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to initiate dialogue or confron-
tation with anti-choice factions.
Escort volunteers do not have
the time or desire to do any-
thing but assist women who
want an escort into the clinic
doors.

There has been no change in
this strategy. In fact, if any
tactical change has occurred, it
has been on behalf of the anti-
choice forces. Cardinal Law has
recently instructed anti-choice
demonstrators to engage in dia-
logue with Pro-Choice activists
in order to sway their opinion
on the issue.

It is not the desire of Pro-
Choice activists to hinder or dis-
turb the clinics or the surround-
ing community. The
demonstrations were intiated by
Operation Rescue and their stat-
ed purpose to intimidate and
harass clients as well as to close
the clinics themselves,

We wholeheartedly believe
that no one should be at the
clinics other than the clients
and their reproductive health
care physicians. Women'’s health
care, like any other health care
appointment, should remain a
private matter. :

On the occasions of large-scale
Operation Rescue “hits’’, where
200 to 300 Operation Rescue
members attempt to physically
block access to the clinic, Pro-
Choice activists assist police in
enabling entrance into the clin-
ics. While police are occupied
arresting Operation Rescue
members, Pro-Choice forces are
helping escorts and forging hu-
man walkways through the large
crowds.

With Brookline town policy
as it stands, the police are phys-
ically unable to handle the job
of keeping these clinics open.
The *‘hits’” have been occurring
more frequently with greater
numbers of participants.

If citizens of Brookline are
truly enraged by the disturbance
and financial debt of the demon-
stration incurred at the clinics,
they should urge their local poli-
ticians to attack the root of
the problem: anti-choice demon-
strators whose goal is to pre-
vent women's access into
reproductive health clinics. This
would enable police to expedite
the process of maintaining the
peace while keeping the clinics
open and functioning.

Brookline should look to the
state of New York which has
recently enacted such legislation.

Lisa Stein
Brandeis Voice For Choice
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Pro-choice advocates under fire;
local clinics slam militant tactics

By Dan Greenfield
Citizen Staff

Faced with a rising difficulty
in handling the weekly Satur-
day morning abortion demon-
strations, police and town
officials are now trying to con-
vince pro-choice advocates to
take a less pugnacious ap-
proach to helping keep the
town’s three abortion clinics
open.

Last week, Selectmen Chair-
man Jeffrey Allen, Police Chief
George Simard and other
police officials met with
representatives from three
abortion clinics in town and
two pro-choice groups. Accord-
ing to Allen, the pro choice ad-
vocates’ new tactic of
confronting anti-abortion
demonstrators is making the
situation more volatile. Until
recently, both sides had re-
mained separate.

“First, it makes Operation
Rescue look more imposing,”
Allen said. ‘“‘Second, it has
made it more difficult for
police to control.’

However, pro-choice sup-
porters maintain that they are
not at fault.

“The issue here is that the
pro-choice people are not the
problem,” stated Ellen Con-
visser, the Boston NOW head.
““If the Operation Rescue peo-
ple weren't [blockading the
clinics], the pro-choice people

e PRO-CHOICE, page 7

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHN RICH

Pro-choice activists are being accused of questionable tactics by
local officials and clinic operators.
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Clinics ask pro-choice activists fg pull back

® PRO-CHOICE,
continued from page 1

would not come out. . . .[Brook-
line’s] problem is with Operation
Rescue. They are blaming the vic-
tim here. That should not be hap-
pening.”’

Repro Director Glenda Barkin
refuted the claim. “The pro-choice
people should be heard, but
should not make it more difficult
to open up the clinics.”

Convisser, however, holds fast
that “Operation Rescue is the vil-
lain. Operation Rescue is the
problem.”

Allen explained that “pro-
choice groups have in the past
coordinated their demonstrations
to make their point without mak- .
ing a hindrance” and urged the
pro-choice supporters that “any-
thing you could do to go back to
the old method” would help.

Long-standing problem

Police officials have been trying
to deal with this problem since
1988, when Operation Rescue
first tried to block potential abor-
tion patients from entering the
three clinics in town. These tac-
tics brought out pro-choice sup-
porters, including rallies with
such politicians as Lt. Gov. Eve-
lyn Murphy and Sen. Lois Pines.

What it also did was put more
pressure on the police depart-
ment. Many Saturdays, various
selectmen would be in front of the
clinics at 6 a.m. along with a large
contingent of police officers. The
overtime costs incurred by these
demonstrations has cost the town
over $125,000. It prompted Allen
to invoke the Racketeering and
Influenced Corruption Organiza-
tions Act, or RICO, against Oper-
ation Rescue to get reimbursed
for the costs. That suit js pending
in court.

But in the meantime, the town
continues to call in officers on
Saturday mornings to keep the
Peace at the ever-increasing con-

" frontational demonstrations, as

well as keep open the clinics and
divert the usual traffic jams that
ensue in those neighborhoods.
The most recent demonstration
occured on Jan. 13, when several
people were arrested.

Time best spent?

“It creates a problem for us,”’
said Nicki Nichols Gamble, execu-
tive director of the Planned
Parenthood League of Mas-
sachusetts. ‘“The pro-choice peo-
ple can cause problems for clinics
and the police.”

“Brookline is a very unusual
city,” Gamble continued. “We

have had excellent police protec-
tion and cooperation. . . .Clinics
are not the place pro-choice peo-
ple should be demonstrating, par-
ticularly if police are keeping the
door open and from being blocked
by anti-choice people.”

Gamble said that pro-choice
supporters would be using their
time better demonstrating at the
legislature and in towns that need
better pro-choice support.

Allen denied allegations that
the town was “leaning” on the
pro-choice groups to back off in
order to make the demonstrations
more manageable or to save
money for the town. ]

“Categorically not true. . .. We
would never ask any organization
to back off.. . . Cost was no factor
in calling the meeting or part of
any discussion that took place in
the meeting.”
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Pro-choice activists forget about
([ 9.8 : b e
the ‘women’ in women’s rights

The pro-choice groups had the right idea when they came
to Brookline last year—to provide necessary support for
women exercising their constitutional right to a safe, legal
abortion. ;

It appears now that their motives were not quite so mature.

In recent days, police and town officials, as well as clinic
directors, have asked the pro-choice demonstrators to dees-
calate their activities in Brookline.

Local police, the argument goes, have done an excellent
job keeping the clinics accessible. But the presence of increas-
ingly militant pro-choice activists is making that job more
difficult.

It appears however that NOW’s Ellen Convisser is more
congerned with the means than the end of this problem. If
the anti-abortion demonstrators from Operation Rescue in-
sist on making public nuisances of themselves, according to
Convisser’s logic, then the pro-choice demonstrators will be
equally obnoxious. :

The bottom line here is that the town of Brookline has
taken every step necessary to ensure women's rights in
Brookline—including the use of a racketeering statute
against Operation Rescue.

Convisser and other pro-choice demonstrators should ac-
cede to the requests of the clinics and police and find another
venue at which to score ideological points.

e I onost=
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AN AFFILIATE OF THE NATIONAL ABORTION RIGHTS ACTION LEAGUE
14 Beacon Street, #4608 e Boston, MA 02108 617-720-1880

NATIONAL

ORGANIZATION
FOR WOMEN
—_—N

ABORTION RIGHTS LOBBY DAY

Thursday, February 15
11AM - 5pM
NURSES HALL, STATE HOUSE

***tiir*********

11 aM SCREENING OF "ABORTION: FOR SURVIVAL®"

Following this bowerful 30 minute video-
tape, Dr. Kenneth Edelin and Lt. Governor
Evelyn Murphy will describe further the
importance of reproductive rights and the
fatal consequences of restricting women's
Access to abortion.

12 pPM BRIEFING ON PRO-CHOICE LEGISLATION

Leaders from Mass. Choice, Representative
Susan Schur and Representative Davig Cohen
will describe legislative efforts to secure
abortion rights in Massachusetts.

12:30 pM CONSTITUENT VISITS

- 5 PM
Pro-choice activists wi1ll visit with their
legislators to urge support for pro-choice
legislation. Please make appointments
with your legislators in advance.

Tkt kkhkkhkhthhhtdtd

Marking the 160th birthday of woman's suffrage leader
Susan B. Anthony, Mass. Choice, Massachusetts NOW and the
Fund for the Feminist Majority will sponsor an Abortion
Rights Lobby Dav »n February i5. The purpose of the Lobby
Day is to urge the state legislature to pass several pro-
Choice bills: the Victims Compensation Amendment; three
bills which repeal sections of Chapter 272, Crimes Against
Chastity; legislation to protect women's access to clinics
and the restoration of abortion Coverage for state
emplcyees.

For more information on Lobby Day activities, contact
Mass. Choice at (617) 720-188C.



Mark your calendars for these important dates:

Mother and Daughter Speak Out
Tuesday, June 13 at Noon
State House Steps

(Room B-11 in case of rain)

Kate Michelman, Executive Director of the National Abortion
Rights Action League (NARAL) will join area women and their
families in sharing their own personal experiences with
abortion. These women will speak to the fact that abortion
is a difficult choice women make for compelling reasons.

We will hold a reception with Kate that evening. Please
call Mass Choice for more information.

¥ ¥ ¥ X ¥

Rally the Day After the Supreme Court Decision

Noon Noon
State House Steps Federal Building
Boston Springfield

On THE DAY AFTER the Supreme Court issues its decision on

the Webster case, we will rally in front of the State House
at noon and in front of the Federal Building in Springfield
at noon. This case poses the most serious threat to abortion
rights in America in 16 years. ;

If it's good news -- if they reaffirm Roe v Wade -- we'll
celebrate. If it's bad news, we'll say loudly and clearly
that we will not go~back to the days.when women were forced
to endure terror and pain in back alleys. If the Supreme
Court gives states greater authority to regulate or prohibit
abortion, we will launch our campaign to prevent our state
legislature from passing any further restrictions on our
right to choose in Massachusetts.

The rally is cosponsored by over 30 pro-choice organizations
and pro-choice legislators.

For more information or to volunteer, call Mass Choice
at 617/720=1880.
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‘Days n court:
®
trivial It
HE PHONE CALL CAME AROUND
dawn, telling Mary and her husband
where the antiabortion forces were as-
sembling. The couple hopped in their
car and drove to Gynecare, a reproduc-
tive health clinic on Tremont Street.

“It was a very physical demonstration,” said
Mary, a slender 27-year-old who looks about as
threatening as Mother Teresa. “There was a lot
of shoving. Police were everywhere.”

Mary doesn’t want her last name used be-
cause Operation Rescue, the antiabortion group,
has been known to harass abortion-rights advo-
cates at home. God knows, they harass the poor
women going into the clinics, many of them just
for a checkup, some - irony of ironies — to get
contraceptives to prevent an unwanted pregnan-
cy and, thus, an abortion.

At the rally on Jan. 13, Mary held a sign,
“Defend Women'’s Rights,” which she later put
down to link arms in front of the police barri-
cades. . .

All of a sudden, a man from Operation Res-
cue dove at her feet. “He was on his stomach, on
the ground, trying to get through my legs,”
Mary recalled. She reacted instinctively. “I put
my foot on his shoulder and pushed. I did not
kick him. I was . If he had kept coming, I

I'm sorry.” A cop asked the alleged victim, Steve
Darling of Lawrence, if he was OK. “Yeah,”
Mary heard him reply, “it didn’t even hurt.”

It is the strategy of Operation Rescue to pro-
voke abortion-rights advocates. It is the strategy

of abortion-rights advocates not to be provoked,

which is why only three of them - including
Mary - have ever been arrested at Operation
Rescue rallies, - -- =

~ Mary was booked at the police station, where
the officer told her: “You should've stayed home
today and made breakfast for your husband.”
They took her picture. She was charged with as-
sault and battery with a dangerous weapon, her
foot. She paid $25 bail. The husband she
should've made breakfast for left the rally to
pick her up.

A few days later, she was arraigned in Bos-
ton Municipal Court, along with a trillion alleged
shoplifters. Several Operation Rescue people

" were also arraigned on disorderly conduct and

assault charges. Judge Theodore Bakas, stating

 that the court had more serious matters to deal
_ with, offered dismissals. The Operation Rescue

people refused. They want their day in court, at
Mary, being a sensible person, accepted the

dismissal. Her attorney cited inadvertence and

self-defense. She had to pay $25 in court costs.
But that afternoon, the prosecutor, Jim

‘Sweeney, took the case back before Bakas,

claiming that Darling wanted a trial.

Mary’s attorney, Wimberley Burton, is a for-
mer assistant district attorney in Essex County.
“T have never seen a prosecutor bring a case like
this back after it was dismissed,” she said. But
Sweeney works for Suffolk District Attorney
Newman Flanagan, an avid foe of abortion.
~ Judge Bakas noted that if Darling was such a
moral man, surely the prosecution could con-
vince him that the moral thing to do would be
not to clog the court system with such trivia. -
The Boston Municipal Court handles 1,000 erimi-
nal cases a month.

Mary goes on trial next week.

It’s a familiar story to Susan Newsom, a8so-
ciate director of Planned Parenthood. Newsom,
45, was charged with assault and battery four
months after a “rescue” outside a Brookline
health clinic. The alleged victim saw Newsom on
television as a spokeswoman for Planned Parent-
hood and then filed charges. ¥

After a two-hour trial, Judge Lawrence Shu-
bow found Newsom not guilty. He found no evi-
dence of an assault and said the incident was “a
minor blip on the screen of history.” Like Bakas, -
he questioned why the matter came to court.

Newsom testified she had never laid eyes on
her accuser, Marie Henden. Henden'’s witness,
Diane Williams, recalled Newsom and other
women demonstrating for abortion rights as
“dyke-ish,” with “short hair, crew cuts . . . wear-
ing jeans and jackets.” Newsom, she said, had
“an evil-looking face” and “wasn’t being a lady.”

Luckily, Newsom had a witness, too: the
president of Planned Parenthood’s board of di-
rectors, who was with her at the rally. The or-

deal cost Planned Parenthood $14,000 in attor-

_ ney fees.

Mary, a sales rep who lives in Dorchester, is
paying her own legal bill, on the instaliment
plan. All because she tried to defend women’s
access to legal abortion, or perhaps a Pap smear.

Now, tell me, who's being assaulted and bat-
tered here?
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Boston

« Step off from
the State House
at 3:00 p.m.
e March along
the Freedom Trail
 Rally at Faneuil Hall,
Boston, at 3:45 p.m.

MOTHERHOOD
BY
CHOICE!

Join us on MOTHER’S DAY for a
March and Rally

» Defend Women’s Access to Abortion
and Healthcare

+ Fight for Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights

» Demand Economic Justice for All

Keynote Speaker: Molly Yard, National NOW President
Ellen Convisser, Boston NOW President, and other speakers

The NOW Freedom Caravan is making stops across the country in support of the struggle
for Women’s Rights in the 1990’s. The Caravan will also stop in other cities and towns
across Massachusetts that week. Contact the Boston NOW office for more information or

to get involved: (617) 782-1056. (TDD#: 617-787-4393).

Join our Feminist delegation with Molly Yard at the WALK

FOR HUNGER, May 6. Meet on the Boston Common, comer of .
Beacon and Charles Streets (by the statue of horses). We will begin at
9:00 a.m.

Boston NOW: 971 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA 02215
(617) 782-1056 TDD#: (617) 787-4393 Pro-Choice Hotline: (617) 7824059

NATIONAL
NIZATION

% FOR WOMEN




NN
ANNNN

A\

T
—
)

7 EP @FRoM
LOSMEN, WHB HAVE DI ;
z‘r}g;: Ao TIo NG BECAUSE THEY HAD W0 ¢ HO\ CE

DLEUGHT V(@I C
ﬁM%ﬁ(LNW JEREL ANNIVELSAPY OF The
SWREME COUET S WERSTENZ. DECTUS(ON]
L okeabel Jult 1950 — P <60 F/1

: BON (TN STREETS | B3T3 777\
"P%,\én HE MHSS .STRTE {'hﬂﬁé’ » "

T WA SE N2, CHigl (W)L —| 5T

e



e I

=
()| Fgfr\q |

fi (L WOMEN wHD H’A'\J(.ID:E'SD oo .
L€gf\1/ ABORTIo NS BECAVSE THEY 4AD NOCHOICEem

A CANDLEUGHT NGl L

\ MARK THE YEREZ ANNIVELSAPY  OF The
SWREME COURTS WEBSTENR DECS(ON
THORS DAY, \ju@m{,;qqo/ 3 100 P
REUsST § BON(STEN STREETS | &313n
?%ténivféw%s.smf{a@( ot

B sl lom\QD 2 1 A7 f.1ma




—————,

. 9 Bulletin
July 1990 Price 30p

Defeat for Anti-abortionists!
Shame of missing Labour MPs

“We have a cast-iron majority for 22
weeks, maybe even 20 weeks.”

Soclaimed Ann Widdecombe many times
in the weeks leading up to the historic
debate on abortion time limits, even on the
morning of the committee stage, which
saw a resounding defeat for anti-abortion-
ists” hopes. For years, they have claimed
that if only the whole House was given the
chance to debate and vote in Government
time they would win. They believed that
the only thing that lay in their way was the
ability of pro-choice MPs to filibuster dur-
ing private members’ bills.

Second failure

—v When they lost, they claimed “Foul!”

and demanded a replay. They got it - at
Report Stage, when another vote was
taken to reduce the time limits for abortion
on any grounds - including serious risk to
the woman’s health - to 24 weeks, except
for handicap, when they wanted 28 weeks.
Again they lost, leaving the situation as at
committee stage. That means 24 wecks

The new law:

what it means
()

A full analysis of the

changes
®

The list of shame: how

Labour MPs voted
@
Domnor insemination
@
What next for NAC

... MAanaM,
ABCRTION S A
UN\QUE\\‘/
PRAWWATE MATTER

To BE OEQOQED
ON BETWEEN yau,
YCLR Docior,,

for most abortions, but no time limit if the
woman’s life or health are seriously at risk
or if a serious fetal abnormality has been
detected.

However, a number of improvements
we wanted were also lost. Most over-
whelmingly, amendments to extend abor-
tion rights to Northern Ireland and to set
up aregister of doctors with conscientious
objection were defeated.

Much more importantly, votes to make
abortion easier to get up to 12 weeks were
lost. An amendment put by Jo Richardson
to allow a woman to have an abortion if a
doctor certified that the pregnancy had not
exceeded 12 weeks was clearly defeated
by 105 votes, but the “fall-back” position,
in an amendment put by Tory MP Emma
Nicholson, requiring only one doctor’s
signature, instead of two as at present (but
still requiring that one of the existing
‘grounds’ was fulfilled) lost by only 28
votes.

Missing Labour MPs

This is the first time that this issue has ever
been put to the vote and even the fall-back
position would have represented an im-
portant first step towards giving women
the choice. We lost because too many of
our supporters were not present. More
MPs voted as the evening wore on, and if
enough Labour MPs had been there on

tfima  tn unta far what o ansete awnlineg

things would have been quite different.

Unfortunately, whilst some MPs (Mil-
dred Gordon, Pat Wall) could not be there
because of serious illness and others (such
as Audrey Wise) had taken steps to be
paired with anti-abortionists, others ob-
viously thought that the issue was just not
important enough to bother about. Was it
any coincidence that both England and
Ireland were playing in the World Cup that
evening?

However, despite this setback, we can
congratulate ourselves on seeing off the
anti-abortionists. Given the series of votes
during the committee stages and third
reading, they can no longer claim that the
issue has not had proper time and that the
voice of the House has not been heard. It
has and clearly they have lost.

The final vote

At the end of the day, they were able to
muster only 65 hard-liners prepared to ig-
nore both Government and opposition
whips to vote against the Embryo Bill as a
whole. The most serious defeat during the
Bill was on the question of donor insemi-
nation, when the requirement to take the
interests of any potential child into account
was strengthened at Report stage to in-
clude the need for a father. However, it is
thought that this should not stop the agen-
cies who at present help single women and

Vaalilmams Co s s
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You can also hire for £5.00 plus
postage, £3.00 for SUs and NAC

For Survival.

£15.00

Please send me Abortion:

Tapes (VHS)
Viewer guide

tact us for detaiis.

Con

groups.

.50

.50
£12.00 each
£10.00 each

Postage/handling

Bulk rate:

5-10

10
SUs and NAC groups:

Total

over

£7.00 each

£

.
.

enclosed

Phone No .....

csersn

cevsves
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Name

sesssancee

P T T T TR R PR R R R R AR R KRR

Address .......

ceesssesce

Post code

esesesssessaesssessssvessssones

NATIONAL ABORTION CAMPAIGN

Wesley House, 4 Wild Court, London WC2B SAU

01-405 4801
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ceasefire

ceasefire action week:
Monday October 15—Sunday October 21 1990

This week of events is designed
to call attention to the need for
men to take responsibility for our
sexism and the overwhelming level
of violence against women in our
society. The week kicks off an

Monday October 15
12:00no00n

ongoing effort by Boston-area
anti-sexist men’s groups to
confront men to think about the
ways in which our attitudes and
actions condone and perpetuate
this violence.

Procession of the Media Wall

We encourage men to support
the continuing work of women on
these issues, to participate in the
week’s events, and to join in a
ceasefire to stop violence against
women.

Carrying panels of the Wall through Boston, displaying articles from local newspapers detailing violence against
women over the past year.

5:30pm

The Media Wall: Documenting the Violence

Assembling the panels of the Wall together on the Boston Common. Join us to honor. the women whom it represents.

Tuesday October 16
7:30pm

8:00pm

Wednesday October
7z

—. " Sunday October 21
: 3:00pm

Film and Discussion: Rethinking Rap
A film about the connection of rape to:othetf
Northeastern University Lntington Ave

en to share their expe

Continuing the ceasefire =
Presentations from local pro-feminist men’s groups Men to End Sexual Assault, Real Men, and Emerge. Discussion on
organizing into the future. Community Church of Boston; 565 Boylston St.; Boston. Free.

el experience with confrontation and to find successful metf
ridge, Congregational; 11 Garden St.; Cambridge. Free.

n follows. 200 Richards Hall;

) T¢ y stores? Video stores? “Adult” bookshops? Political candidates? Andrew Dice Clay? We set aside this
for direct actions and protests. Specific protests, times, and locations to be announced.

Informational Leafletting at Football Games
We go places where large numbers of men gather. Today, we will be leafletting college football crowds in the Boston
area. Alumni Stadium at Boston College; other locations to be announced.

Poetry Reading
This fundraiser for the Boston Area Rape Crisis Center features poets Thylias Moss, Cyrus Cassells, and Deb Oestreicher.
Wheelchair accessible; sign-language interpreted. Tickets $10 in advance, $12 at the door: available at Grolier Bookshop,
New Words Bookstore, and Red Book Store. First Church in Cambridge, Congregational; 11 Garden St.; Cambridge.

BrotherPeace _
Observing three minutes of silence honoring the survivors and commemorating the women, children, and men killed
by perpetrators of male violence.

ceasefire action week is co-sponsored by the local groups Men to End Sexual Assault, Real Men, and Emerge. Call (617) 693-1459 or (617) 232-7326 for more information, or write to MESA at P.O. Box 681, Cambridge, MA 02139.
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WHO IS DAVID SOUTE

& WHY ARE YOUR RIGHTS IN DANGER?

President Bush has nominated David Souter to a 1ifetime seat on the U.S.
Supreme Court, replacing Justice William Brennan. Bush is smiling because
he thinks he's selected a man so unknown that nobody will be able to
criticize Souter. But Bush, 1ike President Reagan before him, has picked a
candidate who will fulfill political promises to the ultra-right in this
country who would 1ike to get rid of our most cherished civil rights and civil
liberties. Bush has been pretending that he doesn't know Souter’'s views on
specific issues. Don't be fooled by Bush's lips this time. We want judges
who will be wise, humane and just. Souter's life and his work show that he
is none of these things, and we are angry that the President has chosen him
for the Supreme Court.

If you care about:

* Ending Discrimination,

* A woman's right to decide whether and when to have a child,
*  Keeping the Government out of your bedroom,

*  The rights of working people,

* Freedom of Speech,

*  The right to be free from police abuses,

= Equalstiief all people.

Then join us in a protest against the Souter nomination.

FURN QU T FOR JUSTICE

Gather at Park Street Station m
Wednesday, September 12, 5:00 p.m.
March to Downtown Crossing

Look for 9 Justices in black robes & Reagan & Bush masks
Sponsored by: MA Chapter, National Law yers Guild; Reproductive Rights Network; Boston NOW
For more info call: 782-1056 (NOW), 868-7842 (R2N2), 227-7335 (NLG)

MAKE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN!

Call Senator Edward Kennedy, a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
which will hold hearings on the Souter nomination, at (617) 585-3170.

Call Senator John Kerry at (617) 565-8519.

Write to the Boston Globe (135 Morrissey Blvd, Boston, MA 02107-2 3780,
the Boston Herald (One Herald Square, Boston, MA 02 106), and local papers.

Write to the Senate Judiciary Committee, Suite 224, Dirksen Senate Building,
Washington, D.C. 205 10.

Act Soon- Senate Confirmation Hearings begin September 13th.
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After reading aloud from the civil injunction against
Operation Rescue, I turned the corner hurriedly, leav-
ing the police to deal with the thirty or so men and
women blockading Preterm's front door. The crowd of
anti-choice protestors seemed dizzy with their effort,
scavenging the sidewalk and T-stop for patients arriv-
ing for 7:00 am appointments.

If she had not fallen on her knees, perhaps I wouldn't

have noticed her through all the commotion. It was the
crowd at ground level that caught my eye. Her cries
were loud, but interrupted and disjointed with gasps
for air. She wouldn't, perhaps couldn't, let go of her
husband's shins. She was surrounded by anti-choice
protestors hurling insults, offering advice in high-
pitched, desperate screeches. It seemed they weremore
interested in hearing themselves than being heard.
The slurs, threats and promises continued as her
husband and a police officer pulled her from the ground.
Kathy, a counselor/medical assistant, cut through the
tight pack and stood behind the couple, arms out-
stretched, as if spotting for a gymnast. I moved ahead
of them to help the other officers pry open the gate.
Before blockading the front door, Operation Rescue

" had chained the gate and back door with kryptonite

locks. Staff and patients were squeezing, one by one,
through a small opening.

Her walk from the sidewalk to the gate was painfully
slow. Although the angry crowd did not follow her
onto private property, their cries grew louder and their

Hereached through to the handle anyway and pulled
on the weighted door. The woman in the front seat was

showered with pamphlets and photos. She sat up and
turned her legs to the curb.

-continued on page four
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Sheryl Schrepf, Executive Director, joined the Preterm
staff in June.

Clinic News
¢ Sheryl Schrepf joined the Preterm staff as Executive
Director on June 15,1990. Sheryl brings sixteen years of
experience in non-profit management with the YWCA
and shelter programs for battered women. She has an
MSW from the University of Nebraska.

¢ The "morning-after-pill" is available by appointment
at Preterm. For more information, call our Health and
Information Line at (617) 738-6210.

« The first violation of Massachusetts' criminal justice

_.__promises turned to curses as they realized they were

unable to stop her.

Their attention was short-lived, and they turned
quickly to a car pulling into a metered spot along the
street. A woman wassittingin the front seat, hiding her
face in her hands and waiting for her boyfriend to come
around and open her door. Shuffling for change at the
meter, he watched his girlfriend as the protestors plas-
tered the window of the passenger side. Joanne, a
volunteer escort, pulled quarters from her pocket. She
slipped two in the slot and cranked.

"Let's deal with this later,"” she said. "When you open
the door, let's just keep walking. The gate around back
is open and only a few yards away."

"Moveaway from the car," he said to the group. They
ignored him. Breath, literatureand photossmudgedthe
glass. "Gimme a break. Let her out of the car.” No one
moved.

injunctionagainstthose erganizationsand persons who
trespass on or blockade access to abortion clinics oc-
cured at Preterm on August 10, 1990.

« "Preterm: Vision 2000," Preterm's first staff develop-
ment day in several years, provided an opportunity for
staff to share concerns and participate in long range
program planning. Guest speakers, informal work-
shops, and small discussions focused on envisioning
Preterm'’s mission for the coming decade.

o "Rescue Relief '90," the second annual gathering of
Bostonarea abortion providers, will be held thismonth.
Preterm staff initiated this event in 1989, after several
months of anti-choice demonstrationsand blockades at
area clinics. This year's evening program includes a
performance of portions of Womb for Rent, potluck
dinner, and ample time for networking.
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Preterm opened as a Gynecological/Family Plan-
ning Clinic in May, 1972, in a little brownstone apart-
ment house in Brookline, Massachusetts. It offered an
innovative concept in feminist health care delivery -
counseling with medical services. The staffing was
small, no more than twelve, but its goal was expansive:
Preterm was determined to educate women about
reproduction and provide high quality medical care at
low cost to patients. Even today, no woman is denied
services due to inability to pay.

On January 22, 1973, the very same day that the

Supreme Court legalized abortion in Roe vs. Wade,
Preterm obtained a license and performed its first
abortions in a free-standing clinic. In August, 1973,
Preterm moved to the present facility. The major task
in the early seventies was to make Preterm'’s existence
known to the community and to promote public accep-
tance of women's right to safe and legal abortion ser-
vices.

During those early years, we fought the battle of
acceptance in the community, courts, and bureaucra-
cies. Preterm madesignificant contributionsin the field
of reproductive health care through advances in re-
search and the delivery of health care. Asaleaderin the
field of reproductive health, Preterm continues to net-
work with feminist and reproductive rights organiza-
tions, family planners, and health care providers lo-
cally, nationally, and internationally.

Abortion Services

Preterm has grown considerably sinceits days in the
little brownstone house. Today, with a staff of close to
one hundred, Pretermis the largest licensed, non-profit
clinic in New England, performing 10,000 abortions
each year. Over 98% of the procedures are performed
in the first trimester; however, second trimester ser-
vices are also available. The abortion clinic provides
medical screening, one-on-one individual counseling,
a full staff of nurses, female and male doctors, and 24-
hour on-call medical staff. Medical assistants are also
trained counselors; this unique structure assures that
patients in counseling will also receive the expertise of
an individual who has intimate knowledge of the
medical procedure, and patients in procedure receive
the sensitivity and support of an experienced coun-
selor. Patients who are uncertain of their decision or
want to involve partners or family membersin counsel-
~ ingmay decide to see Preterm’s pregnancy counselor,a
. staff person with over 13 years of experience. All
Preterm services are private and confidential.

The Gynecology Clinic

Preterm's Gynecology Clinic offers post-abortion
check-ups, free pregnancy testing for walk-in clients,
and a full range of gynecological services including a
Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) clinic for women
and men. Health educators in the Gynecology Clinic
offer birth control education and options, including the
cervical cap and "morning-after-pill" which are not
widely available elsewhere. Aninformationand refer-
ral phone line, (617) 738-6210, is staffed Monday-Fri-
day, 8am-8 pm (Saturdays, 8 am-3 pm). Deaf patients
have TTY access to Preterm's services by calling (617)
739-6639.

sterilization Services

I

Preterm also has sixteen years of experience in pro-
vidingsterilization services formenand women. Highly
regarded by referral agenciesand the medical commu-
nity, the tubal ligation and vasectomy clinics have seen
over 6,000 women and 5,000 men since 1975. Unlike the
traditional "closed" laparoscopy, tubal ligations at Pre-
term are done without sharp instruments on an outpa-
tient basis. Preterm's innovative "no-scalpal” vasec-
tomy, first developed in China and used there by over
20 million men, is also performed onanoutpatient basis
with local anesthesia. The failure rate for the steriliza-
tion clinic'stubal ligations and vasectomiesisextremely
low. The vasectomy clinic also provides vasectomy re-
versals on anoutpatientbasis withlocal anesthesia; the
success rate of this procedure is high, with the returnof
viable sperm in every case and a 70% pregnancy rate.

Outreach and Education

Community education on health and reproduction
augments the clinical services. The outreach coordina-
tor is a frequent guest at area high schools and colleges
where she is invited to provide information about birth
control, reproduction, abortion,and reproductiverights,
and several area hospitals send physicians and nurses
to Preterm for supplemental training. As a frequent
focus of the local and national media, Pretermis alsoin
a unique position to influence public opinion in this
ongoing struggle to preserve women's reproductive
freedom.

The history of Preterm is dynamic. We con-
tinueto challenge the limitations of reproductive health
care, to hold fast to the principle of choice, and to keep
our promise to all women - the promise of quality
health care regardless of ability to pay.




Andrea came to Preterm ayear ago, a few days after Thanksgiving. A battered woman for more than five years, she was nervous
that her husband would somehow find her. Andrea had intended to leave him in December, she had even put together a plan. It
had taken more than a year, but little by little, she had saved enough money to escape to the west coast to start over. This unplanned
pregnancy had changed everything. She took the money she had saved and decided to have an abortion. She knew a child would
increase her dependency, but at the same time, an abortion would deplete her savings and make it impossible for her to leave. The
obstacles seemed insurmountable and, yet, Andrea never considered asking for financial assistance. The counselor who met with
Andrea before the procedure soon realized that Andrea was sacrificing her chance to escape her abuser in order to terminate the
pregnancy. Preterm refunded Andrea’s money and provided the abortion free of charge.

Michelle was afraid to tell her parents that she was pregnant. Still aminor at seventeen, she had obtained court consent in
order to seek an abortion. With her boyfriend s help, she managed to scrape together a little more than half the cost of an abortion.
Preterm provided the remainder of the fee, and arrangements were made for Michelle to repay the "loan" at a rate she was
comfortable with, $5 each month, to be returned to the Everywoman’s Fund.

Janice was barely managing to support herself and her two children. Her part-time job in the evenings just covered the monthly

expenses. Therent payment was overdue. She knew she could not afford another child, but she did not know how she could afford
anabortion either. Shealso knew that the problemwould not go away by itself. She took the rent money and madean appointment
at Preterm. Feeling hopeless and desperate, Janice explained her situation to her counselor. Preterm provided the abortion free
of charge.

Though the names have been changed, these three stories are true. They testify to the realities
of reproductive freedom today. As federal funding is eliminated and Medicaid allocations
limited, more and more women find themselves withoutreal reproductive choices. Poor women,
women of color, teenagers, single mothers, and disabled women are already suffering because of
the current siege on abortion rights. Preterm is not satisfied with organizing only for the future;
everyday we respond to the needs of women whose reproductive choices are severely restricted
now. Our woman's Fund enables Preterm to provide free health care to women who could
otherwise not afford these services. Each year, almost $400,000 is used for women like Michelle,
Janice, and Andrea through Preterm'’s Zo¢ At Preterm, pro-choice is more than
an ideology - it is a reality which we help create for all women.

In the face of daily harassment by anti-choice demonstrators, a conservative majority on the
Supreme Court, Operation Rescue, and a barrage from the media, we are more determined than
ever to strengthen our * ¢, ;

| Weneed your help to expand this vital service. This year, Preterm will provide -

more than $375,000 in free care, an amount that is raised through individuals and
organizations. All of this income is spent on direct patient care, primarily
abortion and gynecological services. Your tax-deductible donation to Preterm's
man's I will help provide reproductive options for women. In doing
so, your donation also challenges anti-choice efforts to control women's sexuality,
reproduction, and lives.

PLEASE help us with this vital fundraising effort by giving a gift in any amount -
to show that you support reproductive freedom for all women.
Make your check payable to Preterm and mail it in the enclosed envelope.
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Operation Rescue (cont. from pg- 1)

"Leave me alone," she said quietly. "Just get away."
Amy, one of the regular protestors at Preterm known
for touching and jostling patients and staff, was closest
to the car.

"Get away from me, just get away,” said the woman.
"Don't come near me."

Amy was slightly in front of her, trying to keep the
paceslow. "We-can-give-you-anything-you-need-free-
housing-medical-care-counseling . . . "

"I said leave me alone."

Amy began her slow and rehearsed chorus of misin-
formation.

"Just get away."

She brought Jesus and God into the picture.

"Justleave me alone," the woman repeated. Nearing
the gate, she began to cry. Ignoring her tears, Amy kept
the fear tactics coming.

Around the front, the arrests had begun. A strained,
off-key rendition of "What a Friend We Have in Jesus"
began to swell up from the crowd as they watched their
leaders and risk-takers being lifted from the entrance
area. The heavier ones usually sit at the front of the
blockade to wear out the officers. Kaylah, an adminis-
trative assistant, was taking notes for legal records and
watching as the cops heaved in unison in an effort to
avoid the inevitable. They'd be exhausted by the time
they actually got to the door.

Inside, the community relations coordinator, Fran,
sat with a woman who had walked from her car. The
woman's hands were shaking too much to hold her tea.

"I told her to leave me alone. I kept telling her," she
said. "How can she do that? Why don't you get rid of
them?"

"We can't," began Fran.

I relieved Kaylah at the front door and stood qui-
etely, peering through the glass and over the heads of
the squatting blockaders to the crowd. The worst
would be over soon, I knew, but I felt trapped and
anxious. My anger wasnudging at me to say something
hateful, or at least sarcastic. I closed my eyes instead.

"Sleeping on the job?" It was the sister of a woman
who had just made it through the back gate. My eyes
opened, and we both imitated a casual laugh.

"Did you get in okay?" I asked.

"It was crazy. I mean, you all told us there would be
a demonstration, but this is ridiculous." She motioned
to the front stairs. "Do they do this all the time?"

“"Well, this blocking the door stuff is about a year old.
But there have been protestors here for more than
fifteen years. Sometimes just a handful, sometimes
hundreds."

"It can't be legal."

"Blocking the door isn't, and that's why they're get-
ting arrested. It's not legal for them to touch patients
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A crowd of anti-choice protestors during a September
demonstration,

Pro-choice supporters often counter-demonstrate.

either..." She cut me off.
"But two of them touched my sister. They grabbed
her arm; one tried to hold her hand."

“I don't know what to tell you. Technically, it's
illegal. She could press charges, but they'd have a right
toknow theiraccuser. It putsyoursisterina tough spot,
and they know it."

She let out a short breath, rolled her eyes, and leaned
against the wall. "Can't you people press charges?"
"We try to keep them from trespassing, and we work
with community organizations to educate peopleabout
what's really happening to women coming in here."
"Can't you change your hours around? Maybe that
would throw them off."
“Thenhow would our patients find us?" Welaughed
again, out of stress and nerves.
"You could move," she suggested.
"No," I smiled at the thought of it. "We're not going
anywhere."
"Thanks,"” She crossed her arms in front of her chest
and shifted her weight against the wall. "Thanksa lot."




