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Spring of

By GENE WARNER
News Staff Reporter

No clinics were closed, even
for a minute. No doctors were
driven out of the abortion busi-
ness. Mainstream Buffalo
turned its back on Operation
Rescue, even as a nation
watched.

By not delivering on the ex-
pectations they raised, Randall
Terry and other national pro-
life leaders doomed the Spring
of Life demonstrations here to
pooOr reviews.

The ambitious goals suggest-
ed by Terry, the public rela-
tions guru of the national res-
cue movement, far exceeded
the well-hyped event that Sat-
urday officially closed after a
two-week run 1n Buffalo.

On Jan. 3. Operation Rescue
founder Terry stood outside
County Hall, pledging that
demonstrators would blockade
two abortion clinics and at-
| tempt to rid the Buffalo area of
two “baby-killers.”

He and others also raised
the specter that Buffalo could
hecome another Wichita, Kan
— where three abortion clini

sed 101

weel
one WCCK

oL ghis before
Sprmg of Life began, Temry pre-
Sceed dhar “Semdreds. maybe
Goesands™ would jomn the pro-

wsis
What happened?
n s so taken with his
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Clifton Durante reads a Bible on Saturday near pro-choice
clinic defenders in a scene typifying two weeks of protests.

to live up to hype

Yet effort puts issue in spotlight

Life fails

ANALYSIS

m 71 arrested in purported
end to protests /Bl

Most national publications
have panned the Spring of Life,
which local pro-life supporters
say is not fair.

“The Spring of Life was in-
tended to be a kickoff for a new
movement, a new commitment
to saving unborn children in
Buffalo,” said Neil Boron, a
pro-life supporter and chief an-
nouncer for WDCX-FM, a lo-
cal Christian radio station.
“There have been 10 confirmed
children saved. That's success-
ful in and of itself: 10 babies
alive today because of the
Spring of Life.”

Several conclusions can be
drawn from the demonstrations
that turned daily street con-
frontations into ho-hum affairs
for a city that quickly wanted
to roll up the welcome mat that
its mayor had unfurled:

M Clinic defenders — the
pro-choice loyalists who locked-"

L..A. remains calm

Troops patrol
city streets; toll
rises to 44 dead

By MICHAEL FLEEMAN

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — With armed
soldiers standing guard, residents
of burned and looted neighbor-
hoods swept up Saturday after
three days of rioting that deeply
scarred the city and shook the na-
tion.

“We go from the mess-up, 10
the mop-up, to the make-up,” said
the Rev. Cecil Murray of First Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church,
which has sheltered people left
homeless by the rioting or too
fearful to stay in their homes.

President Bush declared the re-
gion a disaster area, making it eli-
gible for federal financial help.
California Gov. Pete Wilson an-
nounced. '

Former Baseball Commissioner
Peter Ueberroth, who ran the 1984
Olympic Games in Los Angeles,
was named by Mayor Tom Brad-
ley to oversee the recovery and
said he would ask Japan to invest
in rebuilding the inner city.

Korean-Americans and other
demonstrators: marched through
Los Angeles and staged a rally,
singing the Korean and American
national anthems and hearing
prayers of forgiveness for the riot-
ers, many of whom targeted Kore-
an-owned businesses. Organizers
and helicopter pilots estimated the
crowd at 100,000, but police said
there were 25,000.

“This is our country,” Helen
Kim, a medical student and mem-
ber of the Korean American Soci-
ety. told the crowd. “It is not a
Caucasian or Latino or Afro- |
American or Korean-American |
country. It is a patchwork of many
people, and we need 10 keep it
together.”

1 About 2.800 National Guard
troops patrolled the city, which ex-
ploded nto wiolence following
Wedpesday's acquittal of four
p()l'..g. - M “‘(‘"ﬁ:‘&"{il‘lg
black motonist, Rodney G

- a——

Two National Guardsmen patrol in front of a Sea

Riots bring U.S

Need seen for dialogue o

arms in front of clinic doors
before dawn each day to keep

1 he 3 re ¥ <

from demonsirations they re-
garded 2s 100 radical. In short.
the national rescue effort failed
o draw the thousands po-
tential supporters living
around Buffalo

8 The number of outs

of a

: gh things were much
r Saturday. a 65-year-old wom-
a was fatally shot by a smper as
salked down a riot-ravaged
in south-central Los Aa-
sheniff’s deputies said Bet
ther the killing was related ¢
» rioting or was part of the ev-
ervday violence thai plagues e
Car.
#ft at least 44 peogpie
g 10 the Los Angeles
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The Butfalo News/Sunday, May 3, 1992

Rescue: Foes point
to miscalculations

Continued from Page 1

If Terry — on his hit-and-run
visits to Buffalo — can be held
responsible for raising the expecta-
tions too high, he can be credited
for hyping the event enough to
attract the four major network
news programs, the top news mag-
azines and the nation's leading
newspapers.

Randall Terry set goals

Once they got here, the national
media found that the Spring of
Life had trouble meeting the goals
set by national and local pro-life
leaders.

Those goals were:

B Blockading clinics. Over the
two-week period, the demonstra-
tors’ closest attempt came on Day
Five, when they blocked one of
two rear driveways at Buffalo
GYN Womenservices at [241
Main St. For a few hours, before
they were arrested, the demonstra-
1ors managed to block one of three
entrances to the clinic.

What did the driveway occupa-
tion accomplish?

“Primarily, we were obedient,”
Jeffrey L. White, Operation Res-
cue leader from California, replied
shortly before he was arrested.

Conclusion: The blockade at-
tempts failed badly, in the face of
the clinic defenders.

@ Saving “lives.” On the first
day of the Spring of Life, the Rev.
Keith Tucci, Operation Rescue-
National director, told a morning
news conference, “If one life is
saved, then our objective is ac-
complished, and we will return
home rejoicing.”

Pro-life leaders have said that
they counseled 10 women who re-
considered their decisions to have
abortions, including one woman
who was five months pregnant.
Other local pro-life organizations
also cited an increase in the num-
ber of pregnant women seeking
counseling.

The pro-choice side countered
that no woman who tried to get
into a clinic was thwarted by the
demonstrators and that appoint-
ments were heavier than usual be-
fore and after the planned demon-
strations.

“It’s remarkable to me how
many patients still are willing to
come in,” Dr. Barnett A. Slepian,
one of the five targeted doctors,
said last week.

Conclusion: Some women like-
ly. were dissuaded from having
abortions. Still left to debate is
whether more could have been

prevented through other strategies.

@ Driving two local abortion
providers out of the business.

That goal always seemed
doomed, although as the Rev.
Robert L. Schenck of New Cove-
nant Tabernacle in the Town of
Tonawanda said last week, “We
never lose hope.”

Threats of harassment have re-
duced the number of qualified
doctors performing abortions.

Conclusion: In the short run,
little was achieved. The long-term
effects remain to be seen.

B Energizing the local pro-life
community. This was always a
goal of the local anti-abortion ac-
tivists.

“We had 5,000 individuals reg-
ister for the rallies and the street
(demonstrations), and most of
them were local people,” Mrs. Pri-
or said. “We've greatly increased
the base of pro-lifers that will par-
ticipate in local activities follow-
ing the Spring of Life.”

But no more than 1,500 local
people demonstrated at any one
time — compared with 8,000 who
participated in a life-chain on Ni-
agara Falls Boulevard last fall.

Conclusion: The local pro-lifers
got a moderate shot in the arm.
But so did the local pro-choice
side.

A total of 628 arrests have been
made, with about 15 from the pro-
choice ranks. five from the media
and only a handful arrested twice.

“Operation Rescue was around
to get arrested, not to block clin-
ics,” claimed Ms. Baker of the 80
Percent Majority Campaign.
“That’s a way to get the media
interested.”

Arrests can lead to stories
about the arrests themselves, the
arraignments, the setting of bail,
the conditions of the jails and the
future trials, she explained.

What went wrong with the
planned event?

The miscalculations

Ms. Baker and others felt that
Terry and Operation Rescue lead-
ers may have miscalculated three
major points:

B Mayor Griffin's welcome to
the pro-life forces, which didn't
necessarily reflect Western New
York sentiments or translate into
a police force treading lightly on
the demonstrators.

MW The lessons of Wichita.
which convinced pro-choice
groups here to welcome outsiders
who assisted them
clinics.

“As long as they continue to
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PRO-CHOICE

® No clinics were closed,
even for part of one day.

= No doctors have stopped
performing abortions.

» The Spring of Life has
been almost universally
panned in national
newspapers and magazines.

® The pro-choice supporters
matched their anti-abortion
counterparts in numbers.

s Buffalo showed that
abortion clinics can be
defended.

KEEP

Victories claimed by the two sides
in the Spring of Life
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PRO-LIFE

= Ten women reconsidered
their decisions to have
abortions.

® The nation once again
had to confront the abortion
issue, thanks to the Buffalo
demonstrations.

s The local pro-life
community has been
re-energized.

call these national rescues and tar-
get one city, we're going to make
sure local pro-choice activists in
those cities have the techniques,
the strategy and the ability to de-
fend the clinics,” said Katherine
Spillar, the Los Angeles-based na-
tional coordinator for the Femi-
nist Majority Foundation.

B The idea that Buffalo, with
its strong Catholic population,
would participate and embrace the
pro-lifc visitors.

Only 6.8 percent of the adults
responding to a Buffalo News sur-
vey in late March unconditionally
welcomed Operation Rescue to
town, with another 50 percent wel-
coming them only if they obeyed
the law:; 43.2 percent didn't wel-
come them at all.

Bishop Edward D. Head, who
has not participated in the Spring
of Life demonstrations, previously
told Western New York's 800,000

in defending, Cathélics that they -ecould partici-

pate if they were compelled by a
*good-conscience decision.”

Local clergy not included

Pro-life observers of the Wichi-
ta summer-long demonstrations
have suggested that organizers of
the Buffalo event made a crucial
mistake in failing to involve
enough local clergymen.

But maybe nobody could dupli-
cate Wichita.

“As long as people have injunc-
tions in force and the police are
firm toward people that break the
law, there is no reason to have
another Wichita,” said Peggy Jar-
man. director of Wichita’s Pro-
Choice Action League.

What's next, and what will be
the long-term effects of the Buffalo
event on the abortion struggle?

With the U.S. Supreme Court
expected to dismantle the 1973
Roe vs. Wade decision, many ob-
servers believe that the -abortion
fight will move to the state legisla-
tures, making street confronta-
tions less significant.

t Roe ruling u
to affect stat

By JON R. SORENSEN
News Albany Bureau

ALBANY — Most everyone
here — including Right to Life
activists — believes New York
State will continue to permit abor-
tion even if the U.S. Supreme
Court overturns Roe vs. Wade
and gives states the option to end
that right.

“I don’t think we'll ever pro-
hibit abortions in New York
State,” said Kathleen Gallagher, a
lobbyist for New York State Cath-
olic Conference, the Roman Cath-
olic Church’s lobbyists in the state
capital.

“I'm confident that if Roe is
overturned, our state law will still
be in place because what the
(court’s) decision would probably
mean is that it would simply turn
the issue back to the states,” said
Shirley Gordon, lobbyist for Fami-
ly Planning Advocates.

“Our state Legislature would
have to make a decision, and our
governor would have to concur,”
she said, adding that both have
“been strong for pro-choice.™

Legislators and lobbyists on
both sides of the issue interviewed
last week agree, with virtually all
of them citing the political make-
up of the state leaders and their
constituents.

As a result, Right to Life lobby-
ists concentrate their efforts on re-
stricting, rather than eliminating,
abortion. Parental notification for
teen-agers seeking abortions 1s at
the top of this agenda.

They have had very little suc-
cess so far but are hopeful that
favorable rulings from the U.S.
Supreme Court will boost their ef-
forts here.

Likewise, pro-choice supporters
have been able to focus on legisla-
tion that effectively broadens the
abortion rights New York legal-
ized in 1970, three years before
the U.S. Supreme Court made it
the law in its Roe vs. Wade deci-
sion.

Last year, the Legislature ap-
proved a bill guaranteeing the con-
fidentiality of women who seek
abortions. It was possible under
the former law that records main-
tained by the Health Department
could reveal those names.

This year, the pro-choice forces,
along with a variety of health
groups. are seeking non-binding
resolutions from the Senate and
Assembly calling on the federal
government to permit the testing
of the so-called “abortion pill.®
RU-486.

In addition to terminating preg-
nancies, the drug has also Sesm
used in breast cancer ITEERENEEE

Designer Fragrances

Over 400 Men's & Ladies
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Continued From Page Al

foms but also to assert the growing
peitical power of women in a year of
Fresidential and Congressional elec-
“wms. They often invoked the names of
e Moseley Braun of Illinois and
Seseesentative Barbara Boxer of Cali-
Sma. strong proponents of abortion
Siis who are running for the Senate
s year.

“The reality is that we’re tired of

Segging men in power for our rights,”
said Patricia Ireland, president of the
National Organization for Women, in
an interview today. “If the courts won’t
protect them, then Congress has got to
enact laws to protect a woman’s rights,
And if Congress doesn’t, then we’re
going to elect pro-choice women to
Congress.”
Most of the marchers wore white, the
color favored by suffragists and others
advocating women’s rights. The crowd
carried signs such as “We Won’t Go
Back” and “I Have a Uterus and I
Vote.” One woman pushed a stroller
with two infants in it with a sign that
said, “In Vitro Babies for Choice.”
Marchers chanted ‘“‘Choice, Choice,
Choice” when they sighted anti-abor-
tion demonstrators along the parade
route.

Anti-Abortion Protests

Anti-abortion groups held counter-
demonstrations on the Mall and some
shouted “‘Shame” or held aloft signs of
aborted fetuses along the parade route.
Others set up a graveyard of 2,200
crosses representing aborted fetuses
on the Mall below the Washington Mon-
ument. Earlier, 70 people were arrest-
ed and charged with blockading the
entrance of an abortion clinic in south-
east Washington.

Andrea Sheldon, director of the
Washington office of Traditional Val-
ues Coalition, a 10-year-old anti-abor-
tion group that she said represented
25,000 churches across the country,
said she was “appalled”’ by the march.

o —

|

| March Was Big.
But How Big?

] Special 10 The New York Times !
| WASHINGTON, April 5 — |
! There was unusual agreemeng l
about one thing at today’s march !
for abortion rights: It was the
capital’s largest abortion rally
ever, and one of the Jargest ral-
lies ever seen here. !
The police assigned to moni- |
tor the rally estimated that
500,000 marched on the Capitol:
rally organizers gave an esti-
mate of 700,000.
* As with all major demonstra-
tions here, the United States |

crowd from a helicopter and
then superimposed a grid over
the composite photo to estimate
the crowd, using a formula based
on the number of people who
would fit into a certain number
of square feet.

In many cases in the past, the
official and unofficial attendance
estimates at marches has varied
widely. In 1971, for example, or-
ganizers of a rally against the
Vietham War estimated the
crowd at 500,000; the police said
200,000. And in 1987, the Park
Service estimated a gay rights
rally at 200,000, while organizers
put the turnout at 500,000.

500,000 March in Capital
To Support Abortion Rights

“Clearly the main purpose is about
abortion, but they are also trying to
legitimize certain lifestyles,” said Ms.
Sheldon. “What does the Young Com-
munist League have to do with a young
girl in Iowa? This is another example
of how NOW is a fringe organization.”

‘We’re Fierce and We Vote’

The abortion-rights marchers gath-
ered on the Ellipse directly behind the
White House to hear pre-march
speeches from Bella Abzug, the former
Congresswoman from New York, and
songs from Peter, Paul and Mary.

The three-woman singing group Bet-
ty summed up the mood of the crowd
when they suggested that when passing
the White House, women yell, “We’re
feminist, we’re fierce and we vote.” As
some demonstrators passed the White
House, they tossed tennis balls on the
lawn bearing the message, “Are you
ready to be a mother?”’

The Democratic Presidential candi-
dates took time away from campaign-
ing for the New York primary to be
take part in the march. Mr. Clinton’s
supporters chanted ‘“‘pro-choice, pro-
Clinton.” Mr. Brown’s supporters
handed out literature.

Mr. Brown stood behind the stage
chatting for a short while with the Rev.
Jesse Jackson, who Mr. Brown has
indicated he would like to have as his
Vice Presidential running mate.

As in the past, the march was over-
whelmingly white, although leaders
made a special effort to encourage
members of minority groups to attend.
Black and Hispanic women use public-
ly financed abortion centers at a higher
rate than white females. Such centers
are most affected by Government re-
strictions on abortion counseling and
financing.

“I'm not disturbed that there aren’t
a lot of women of color in this crowd.”
said Eleanor Holmes Norton, the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s non-voting delegate

to the House of Representatives and |

former head of the United States Equal

‘Park Police photographed the |

Employment Opportunity Commision.
Ms. Norton, who is black, marched in
the front line of the rally.

“Unless it is a black or black-related
march, blacks don’t go to these events
in large numbers,” said Ms. Norton
“But 1 know that black women are pro-
choice. Black women use abortion at
twice the rate of white women And
frankly I give the middleclass white
women here a lot of credit. This is truly
a case of a strong identification with
the abortion issue and a recognition
that erosion of those rights, even if thew
don’t directly affect you, will eventual-
ly affect you.™”

That was why Stacy Daigleish the
co-owner of three restaurants im Los
Angeles, came to the march Ms Dalg-
leish was among 300 marchers from
Hollywood, including Jane Fonda Jo-
anne Woodward, Jill Clayburgh and

A £

cause | will always have the money to
do what 1 want,” said Ms. Dalgleish.
“But there are a lot of young women
who don’t. I'm married, 1 have two
children and in a couple of years |
won’t have to worry about this anyway.
But there are 150 employees at our
restaurants and many young women
among them. They said, ‘Go and march
for me.’ That’s why I'm here.”

The police reported no major prob-
lems or disruptions associated with the
crowd attending the rally. People com-
ing to and leaving the rally on the Mall
crowded trains, subways, buses and
some streets, but authorities reported
that transportation generally moved
smoothly.

Beverly Silverberg, a spokeswoman

Abortion-rights demonstrators marching in Washington to proclaim that they oppose

for the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority, said the Metro sub-
way system was close to setting a new
Sunday ridership record by 6 P.M,
when 364,000 passengers were report-
ed, close tv the 400,000 top set in 1989,
“We usually handle 50,000 people on a
normal Sunday, but this time, we had
the rally, the start of the Cherry Blos-
n exhibition base-
ball game in town™ Ms Silverberg
said

Union Station was crowded with pas-
sengers taking Amtrak 10 and from the
e bad put extra cars on

gomg = and out of Wash-
2 northbound train from
! sormally goes nonstop be-
fumgson amd New York City
i=¢ % make local stops
a2y am Amurak spokeswom-

I N N”

Virgimia Bill Rejected
Specatin The New York Times

RICEMOND, April 5— Gov. L. Doug-
a5 Wilder segecied legislation today
that would hewe required that a parent
o judes 2= souified before a minor
coulid g=t am abortion.

I5 & s gage statement, Mr. Wilder
S308 B Wl 1S objections to the meas-
mrE wlch e Virginia Legislature
passed st month. The Governor re-
Turmes e measure to lawmakers with
& reguess for an amendment that effec-
SNSRI e proposat for this year’s
legisiative session, said one of the bill’s
| SUpparters. State Senator Mark L. Ear-
| ley, 2 Republican.

Mr. Wider said the bill was too
Vague becawse it did not specify the
grounds 2 judge should use to deter-
mine whether (0 excuse a teenager
from the notification requirement.

The measure would have applied to
all minors except for those who were
married or in the military. Doctors
would have been guilty of a misde-
meanor if they performed an abortion
without appropriate notification. But
the legislation allowed exceptions for
cases i which the doctor decided that
the procedure was medically neces-
sary or that notification might cause
the woman to be abused.

Allies in Anger Pack a Train

By BRUCE WEBER
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 5 — As its
contribution to the march for abor-
tion rights in Washington, Planned
Parenthood of New York City packed
an Amtrak train full of middle-class
outrage and ferried it down to the
capital today, a ride that ended in a
faint shadow of more bellicose days,
with dozens of women taking over the
men’s rooms in Union Station.
About 1,100 people — almost all

women, almost all white and almost
er 30 — naid €70 tn wida tm

to Washington

teacher trainer in the New York pub-
lic schools who rode with several
friends. “But I think this is important,
I've seen what happens to children
brought into this world unwanted.
The thought there could be more of
them is frightening.”

Probably not on purpose, the most-
politically distinct groups kept to op-
posite ends of the train. In the front
were the women from No More Nice
Girls. A couple of members wore
huge foam-rubber hats in the shape of
lips or carried pink foam-rubber fists

CEVEPIR Cénmimentond $ v o Hsu. NS

“We founded No More Nice Girls
when Medicaid abortion was lost in
1977, said Ann Snitow, a founding
member. “Abortion is just one little
piece of the concept of women con-
trolling the shape of their own lives.”

Ms. Hanover said it was important
that “‘the Administration focus on the
fact that so many people in their own
party, not just the Democrats, feel
passionately about this.” She said
that Mr. Giuliani was baby-sitting
their two children while she was at

the march.
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