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NOW head
pledges
focus on
all women

By Indira A.R. Lakshmanan
GLOBE STAFF

Before a meeting hall packed
with more than 1,000 feminists sepa-
rated by age, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, race and class — but united in
their mission - the president of the
country’s largest women’s organiza-
tion grappled aloud yesterday with a
definition for their cause.

“I keep hearing from the media
that feminism is the new f-word,”
said Patricia Ireland, president of
the National Organization for Wom-
en, which opened its three-day na-
tional convention at the Sheraton
Boston Hotel yesterday.

It was minister and former presi-
dential candidate Pat Robertson who
said feminism was tantamount to en-
couraging women to “kill their chil-
dren, leave their husbands, practice
witcheraft and become lesbians,”
among other things, Ireland re-
counted, to peals of laughter from
her audience.

Ireland herself said she pre-
ferred the definition spotted on the
T-shirt of a young man in Miami,
that “feminism is the radical notion
that women are people.”

And then there was British nov-
elist Rebecea West, who in 1913 said
she was unable to determine exactly
what feminism was, sure only that
“people call me a feminist whenever
I express sentiments that differenti-
ate me from a doormat.”

It was with these wry observa-
tions that Ireland approached the
ever-present questions of what femi-
nism is, who it serves, where it is
headed and whether NOW fulfills
the movement’s mandate.

Facing a challenge to her leader-
ship tonight from a slate of women
who charge that her administration
has been unwittingly racist, classist
and insensitive to the needs of un-
derprivileged women, Ireland was
careful yesterday in a morning news
conference to stress that NOW
strives to assist women in all walks
of life.

The theme of the convention is
“Everyday Women, Extraordinary
Acts,” and a plenary session today
will feature cafeteria workers from
Everett who fought and won a land-
mark pay equity suit; a police officer
from Greeee, N.Y. who was promot-

TAKE ACTION

If you have a problem
in your neighborhood, the Globe
wants to help get it solved.
Call us and give a brief description
of the problem, We'll select topics
with the broadest community
interest and write about them.
Anonymity of callers will be

preserved if requested

929-3379

GLOBE STAFF PHOTO / WENDY MAEDA

Eduardo Burkhardt of Arlington, Va., cheers a speaker during yester-
day s opening session of the NOw convention at the Sheraton Boston.

ed after standing up to sexual dis-
crimination on the job, and a Califor-
nia woman who hosted the 1992 Poor
Women’s Survival Summit.

One highlight of yesterday’s
events was a workshop on combating
violence against women run by
young women from the South End,
members of Teen Empowerment
Ine.

Behind all of these so-called com-
mon women, there are many more,
perhaps “a single mother with three
children, who are never going to con-
sider themselves part of a move-
ment,” Treland suggested to report-
ers.

“What we do to reach out to that
kind of woman is [host] this very
kind of conference.”

But Ireland’s critics argue that in
holding the convention in a swank
hotel rather than on a college cam-
pus, for example, she is alienating
the very women she says she wants
to include.

“The only reason I'm here is be-
cause I'm sta ying on the floor ...
and I was able to drive here,” said
Wendy Botwin, 24, of the Alice Paul
NOW chapter in Cherry Hill, N.J.
“We all brought our own food; there
are coolers all over the room.”

Virginia Berry, 27, president of

the NOW chapter in Greenville, S.C.,
said she is worried about what she
called a shift away from the move-
ment’s grass-roots origins under the
current leadership. She said she in-
tends to support the opposition
“EveryWoman NOW” slate led by
lawyer Efia Nwangaza, one of her
chapter members.

“It’s not about whether we get
invited to the White House .or-what
kind of power suit wewear on ‘Good
Morning “America,” she said. “It’s
about empowering women, changing
our local communities and, through
that, changing our nation.”

Mountains of campaign propa-
ganda from each side were thrust
upon passershy, and whispers filled
the hallways and bathrooms about
who would best serve the agenda of
the 280,000-member activist group.
But if the near-total standing ovation
she received at the opening session
is any clue, charismatic Ireland is
likely to win reelection tonight. It
was her call to women to take charge
of their lives and their country’s fu-
ture that perhaps most stirred the
activists yesterday:

“In the same way we began this
century with the suffragette move-
ment, I want to end this century by
taking real political power.”

By Alysia Tate
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

For some Boston area resi-
dents, three days just weren’t
enough.

Commuter traffic into the city
was noticeably lighter yesterday
morning than other weekdays, a
sign that many workers started
their Fourth of July holiday week-
end early. The state will officially
observe the holiday on Monday.

The morning rush hour “was a
breeze,” said Scott Pickard,
spokesman for SmartRoute, the
traffic monitoring organization.
Both traffic volume and traveling
time were down entering the city
from all directions, he said.

But by early afternoon, there
was the usual vacation exodus
heading north on interstates 93
and 95, and south on Interstate

WHERE TO SEE
THE FIREWORKS

Fireworks in Boston and
surrounding communities inside
Interstate 495

TONIGHT
ABINGTON: 10 p.m., Memorial
Field, Washington Street. Rain
date July 10.
DANVERS: 9:30 p.m., Plains
Park. Rain date 9:30 p.m.
Monday.
GLOUCESTER: 9 p.m.
{approximate), best view is from
Stacey Boulevard.
IPSWICH: 9 p.m., part of
“Independence Day Celebration”
at Castle Hill, Argilla Road. Rain
date Monday.
SALISBURY: 10 p.m., on the Mall
at Salisbury Beach, Route 1A.
SHARON: 10 p.m., Memorial
Park Beach, Beach Street.
STOUGHTON: 9:30 p.m., high
school field, Cushing and Pearl
streets.
WALPOLE: 10 p.m., Town
Center.
WEYMOUTH: 9:30 p.m.,
Wessagusset New Beach, River
Street. Free bus shuttle from
Harboriight Mall, Route 3A,
beginning at 5 p.m.

TOMORROW NIGHT
BOSTON: 9:30 p.m.
{approximately), the Charles
River Espianade, following the
Boston Pops concert at the
Hatch Shell.

““AGTON: 9:30 p.m., foliowing the
band concert at the football
field.

BROCKTON: 10 p.m.,
Brockton/Middieborough
Fairgrounds, Route 123, Torrey
Street.

CANTON: 10 p.m., Memorial
Field, parking available at the
high school.

HAVERHILL: 10 p.m., Haverhill
Stadium, Lincoln Avenue.
LEXINGTON: 5 p.m., Center
Playground, Worthen Road. Rain
date, 9 p.m. Monday.

LINCOLN: 9 p.m., Town Pool.
MARLBOROUGH: 9 p.m., Lincoln
Street between Broad and Grant
streets.

NATICK: 9:30 p.m., the gazebo.
NEWTON: 8:30 p.m., Albemarle
Field, Albemarle Road, off Route
16, Newtonville,

RANDOLPH: 9:30 p.m., baseball
field, Randolph High School.

Vacationers get an

495 and Route 3, causing heay
backups on the Massachusett
Turnpike and Route 128 by lai
afternoon. Highway officials e
pect delays throughout the weel
end.

Even the State House turne
into a ghost town, with tourisf
generating most of the hallwa
traffic. Legislature-watchers ha
to settle for portraits of long-dea
lawmakers because most of th
live ones were nowhere to b
found. Neither the Senate nor th
House of Representatives was i
session. Gov. Weld left at midda
for Nantucket, and Lt. Gov. Pat
Cellucei was on vacation.

“I haven’t seen the Stat
House this quiet in a long time,
said Rep. Mark Roosevelt (D-Bos
ton).

But Pat Boudrot, director o
public relations at Filene’s Base

A Sandwich parks employee, H:
the the town’s Shavnne Lake bands

Weekend crac
on use of illeg:

By Stephen Power
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

State authorities vowed yester-
day to crack down on the use o
illegal fireworks this weekend by
patrolling sites where crowds
gather for festivities.

“I'm telling anyone who will s
ten that we're enforcing the law
because we care about you.” sau
State Fire Marshal F. James
Kauffman. “We see this stuff come
across our desks every year, and
we know how dangerous they are

Kauffman said state and eits
police will patrol the Pops conces
tomorrow night on the Esplanade

“We are really concerned
about the health and welfare of 15
people who bring their families "
Kauffman said. “The density = =
great there that any firework has
the potential to injure people =
the crowd.”

Last July, two boys, ages 4 2
10, were badly burned in separate
incidents when fireworks were et
off in the crowd at a North Shoes
fireworks display. The same dav 2
Boston man was killed in F
ven when a bottle rocket exploded

i THE LOTTERY

Friday number 8408

FRIDAY PAYOFFS
(based on $1 bet)

EXACT ORDER

$5,107

S G

All 4 digits

4 LI . DY Y -

Opponents of outfall tunnel ask judge to st

By Scott Allen
GLOBE STAFF

Calling federal Judge A. David
Mazzone their “last resort,” activists
fighting the MWRA’s 9.5-mile outfall

more important issue of whether
whales and other endangered spe-
cies were being protected properly.

“I'm not as taken with the proce-
dural arguments as pel h APS I shou
be,” Mazzone S

nel, said the scientific evidence to
date, including a 250-page report by
the US Environmental Protectior
L\.He'« relea: April, sh

Judge orders
a builder for\



SEA JeUM DaI9A0ISI OS[e 8010

e unduey Jeqieo-cy ® wogy S[[Rys
Juads [BI9A9S paaoosar darjod pres
POOMIBpuBA LLdf uewSayodg

T A St i o L o £
0°08 swred oY) Joy5e dogs ® spew
SPusLy} SIY PUe 8y Jey) pres oy

« POO8 £310ad,, 197 By pres [eRasy
P9q Eydsoy sty wouy Kepasysa g

« M0 sy adoy 3sn( | -ag9pype poo3 &
894 pue 10 & uoafg yym [[eqaexseq
Aerd 1 -pausddey 9ARY pmod Juryy
_=Aue Inq poy poos v SoH,, ‘Pres aeag
£10) 1e sdigsioujaed Lrunuuros
40 Juoprsaad 8o1a ‘ssoy Cliftaie}

« SPUSLY JO 10 s[oyMm € opew
OA] PuB uny jo 30[ ® s awa) £19
“3uney jnoqe 103.10§ puB soamMd jue

- ~I9JJI J0QE J0[ & pauLIea] | “Jey) oI

0U LT MON],, ‘9w a3 Je pres [ORIST
« 9S[® Apoqou pue syoejq punoae Jur
-3uey jsnf oy ‘Poarpnfead jo pupy aq
pue s3np [ps 03 pesn | ‘yeay,,
"OfI U0 J00[IN0 SIy paus
"P®OIq pey ‘puy yinog ey ur jooypg
SUOISHORIY Ay} Je uapaes Aunwuwios
& Juipimg pue apre S 19223 ® se Jur
I0M “dusLiadxe 8y} jey) pres pey
[Peas] ‘werdoad eorales Ajunwiwod
1% A1) eyy wogy sunp ur psje
-NPe.L3 0YyM (g JO U0 sBM [eR.IST

"SUIS 8] I8 950y} paysewr
18D dY] ur punoj sy[eys [BI9A0Q
‘uede)jepy ur femySrg suruwny) uo
oPIyaA spadsns ay3 aq 0y passiRq

'OUIS Y]

Jusunea a0 rendsoy suswopy

h#ﬁn at
0! Pary
dasop Sa

S the hoyB-oaup Jusredde ue w Jop oy ur
the kids pum xis 104s sem awes rqjeyseq

Umsey pl

ue weylrig ayy oy dauenque
9 USHE) SEM [9R.IS] “apjue pue Sof v
0.7 Buipasyq ‘Yremeprs 9y U0 Snop
Uoomuss pue apdosd jo pmouo e £q
PUBOLINS [9BIS] punoj sieary()

"991j0d 03 Surp.oaoe ‘speou
M4 pue [Bujeg 1e suwioy
USLI} ® 8pIsino poojs oy se ‘wrd
PUROJE J0US Sem [9Ras] uoadg

‘uedeyely ur Sunooys

woy 3 LepLiy awoy Suruam
UBW Y18 q opAH plo-1eaf-§ v

HALYOdTY HNLLOFIUINOD
Suop ¥ uesq £g

9] o) uy
SO} XTS
JOYS uewt

JJedns jueld oym
[ 9 .read Jxou ‘[ A10a0d Jsurede)
sdags £qeq uaye; ABY oM amaf
SHL, "uoneziuefio syySiy SIRJ[AM
[BUOLIEN BY3 JO Joue.ry] UBLIBIAT pIes
«1PY32307 Sunyydy Pooya=sIs ur sao
-SIS US9S ARy am ‘puwmiad) BIOLIR
Jo diysispea; oy In Yanoay |

-od] BIOLIBJ I ud MON
-IMd JO 310 A ) ,.._._:_.
UBY} odowl odom Aupiojwed

AU

INIUO) paou v aayw powen m_q._ws ‘Pro Mai
“RISYS 9Y) Jv uojssos 8 Anpaaysal dupanp aoywad

TIYNOQOW 3

I/ OLOHd 44V1S 300M

2d 9pAH | A)IdA0d S, uauom

. B &
— -

I8PRL pur Az om AML0dAq z.r_
MON Uu oym sdnodd jo doqumu
® Aq uonuaauod ayy P poduey
“[PY2 uaaq sey diys MON ueg
uonnjosar

o jo

FUSWDOUNOULY W'Y ()
-0} UMOp Spumm ue

) ..;.H

| Ouy 3&
Juowm
J puw
RIETTH|

0] uswom J0J suvowr do «
POJopIsuod azom OS[e Sos

8661 F XINC ® TFO!)

11 yim Kep

N I9aye Yueprsaad o1 aagn

L4

10 VES oyl ol ‘wayy 01 S[qepear
WINONL 9] 9sn UsWoM papusw
“W029d wI0jeuIp.I00d doysyaop
"Bl ‘S[ep.Jspnery
MO oy JueMsuod JuswsSeuru
PUE 9JWD0APE SSAUISN| Suswom ®
IoA0g] GuBE) pres ‘sl oy a3ueyp
uay) puw ‘Sopu oyy £q um ‘sopna
oy} Aq Awd 03 moy MOWY oM 3snedaq
SOUDIDYJIP B SUlyew oae USWIOM,,
NSy ssauisng [rews
| 20o01q ® 01 Jurpaoooe

9y} wo.

IS NOLSOd JHL

0002 ea4 a1y Aq Jusaaad (e 03 moss
03 pa1oadxa st Jequinu jey) pue ), Q61
Ul USWOM Aq poumo auem seruedwiod
S0 J0 [re jo Jusdaad gg uey) axopg
"PlIoM
SsouIsnqg ay) ur sousIBIp © SxeuI 03
Sun.els are uswom ‘Poresaar sdoys
“I0M 8DUSISIU0D By} JO SUO SB puy
‘PII0M SS9UISNQ 9Y3 Ul uswioM Suowe
998 0 3] p[nos A3y pres staquiow
MON se3ueyp jo pun| ayy azem
opeide] Aq psummno speos Y,

el Lt Uas iedge L
Ol y ‘frouaor] Ape) maqezyy

“Ie)ysnep Joy Supjoy s Apuey ‘uojsog woy
90X SMON “Apuey iy pue (1j9y) soppy ourpy

vI9Y) 1SIA[OR mojup)

« 'S 3] 8[doad ym syre)s 97
‘uaddey ueo 17 “A10a0d Jo 1no pue ps
“380NP3 uswIoM Jo3 urd oM 0s ‘9aue)
-SIsse afqnd uo uswom 03 ajqenEAR
swerdoad axeo ALep pred ‘Teak-anojy
998 0] JUEM | PUB ‘9PLMUOLIRU PAIaTo
SISEPeaaq [00Yds 998 07 JueM | ‘pasu
USIP[IYo 1no jeym mouy | pue “1ood
Sudq noge mowy | asnedsaq 991
~HIWILIO0D [00Y2s 3y} 0} pajase sem [,
“I9U pUNoIe pMOId 9y} WMy SIeayd
01 pres ays  ‘soyjo 03 pajose 08
PuE souesisse arqnd wo aq 03 pug[sy
SPOUY jo 27eIs oy} wr nq ‘Ad Aw
ur ATuo jou uewom 8.1 3y} wie I,

"2doy ST .91} Mouy|
0} SUOATaAD PIJUBM BYS DIES 9dUSp
-1A01d jo epeide Apesdg ‘senma
-UJIp Sumoey arem Auew ydnoy, 'sqof
puy ojdoad dpy 0} weddosg jusw
-fojdwsup) Aosaap pajaes oym Ass
~I9f MIN wo.y uewr pakojdwaun ue
pue uswom uazop e Jey Aq pareys
9IoM Sew) y3no) jo SaLIogs yong

« X3.1940d 10 N0 UsUIOM
193 03 Lyqrsuodsad oty 3B} 0] dABy

foym ‘uowiom se ‘sn jo [e mq ‘MON

Jo diysiepes| @y3 Luo jou BAT,,
‘Penunuos ays "y3nous jou sy ‘uos
Auwt ayy0p pu pesy 0g Sy9aMm om] Ao
-A9 89T$ - JMBISISSE 393 | ‘Mo,

“I93[3ys puy
03 3y31u J8 sesnoy oqur ealq 03 pey
uos 1oy pue sys pres ayg ‘pres Bley
“UOH oS fw y3mm ssapowoy swed
"90 I WI0SOUUIY ur sem T uayp,

*S[[0I BaE]
“[oAFs.uoneu 9y) jjo pue Anoaod Jo
M@303 uaurom 29s 03 JueMm SIaquIstu
MON 184 P[0} a10M s1apesa] MON
BlueA[dsuusg jo B[EYUOH LBY) Jo
L) O] S9LI0)S ySnoay ‘ASuruppym
~9AQ "Wyl 03 Juelrodurn are SonssI
IIUM SI9peS] MON PI0} STaquidw

000°T uBy) atouwr ‘Aep arp SuLm(y

‘SJ9

"PB] MON JO uonaspe ayy ur sejoa
1oU3 1sed 0} paxedead ySwu gse
Seje3o[ep ‘Aep puodss S) paysiuyy
UORUSAU0D MQN [BUOnEU By} Sy

9Y€} poys dnoad ay3 uonaaap

¥eYM U0 souepm3 107 [9j0y uojsog
UojeIayg ay) 18 Aepaersed sisquisw
pue sejedspep sy 03 pawam USWO A
10] uonezIue3I() [BUONEN Sy,

HALY0dTd HNLLALIEINOD
10AANYdG uBA "y BR Ag




21 832 ‘MON

51y3Lt [enbe iy 393 03 LJIIqeUT 9Y) PUB WSHBAILS
Aq PI[qQOH 'S8, BY) UI JUSWISAOUI S,USWOM BT}

JI9A0 paf[ox Jum Jy3Lr oy} pue Ldusprsead ueSesy

9 ‘seaie 9s9Y) Ul sasse0oNs AfID JI9)e Ing

*SJYSLI [0.1JU0D
JIIq PUB UOILIOQR PUB 3IBd P[IYd ‘YIoM [enba J10]
{ed [enba jo seapi [eorpeI-usy) oYy yImm sq9, e[ 3y}
Ul §799098 9y} ojur popojdxe MON ‘UepeLi A130g
fq papunoy ‘SWOOIPIEO( PUB SUWIOOISSE[d ‘SLIN0D
‘199018 9] Ul WAy} 0} SUOIIN[OS PUNOJ PUB USUIOM
dupoe} sonsst ay) suyep padpey ISIy MON ‘s1ySut

JUIOM 0] 9[F3nais oy} ul pesyqesds ayy sy

"9peIsp pay}
S)1 8I9JUS 11 Se S9L3e)RI)S pUR SepuaSe Mau Jos pue

dnoaSax 07 sem 1oy Surdo.s st ‘95RI9A00 SMAU JI0M
-19U PUE SSUIPESY A[rep 07 PaUIoISnIde U0 ‘MON
18y} UOTBIIPUL UBR SI — PIBMIO] SA0Iy 0} Yorg
0j00] — ATesISAIUUER 3y) Jo swey} AIBA JY,
J3H[ J9Y 0] JUBAS[RI SANSSI Y}
aJB JBYM PUB SOGET 9Y) JO UBWIOM SY} SI OYA| 2]
-0y st s Surdders st MON ‘S8, OY3 JO SMO[ 3y}
pu® sQL, Pue sQ9, 9y} Jo sy31y 9y} IOy "SPBOJISSO.

PeIYR PUR — OB SOO]
dnoJ$ jstururey oy
‘AePYLIQ IO SH UQ

2 98 ST JUSUDAOUI §,USWIOM Y} ‘SLIY 9] 0] INUS)
uojsog 9y} 18 JYSIuo} JOUUIp © 8 AIBSISATUUR YI0Z
$91 S9JBIQR[D MON Jo Jodeyd uojsog oy} SY

uayomy

U0IS0g — . 'aldy] Mo WSl

10 Jo 101 © s249Y, "6z st dysuaquiaus no fo b

abinaan ay) pun ‘suvali anof jsvd ay) wy sow aauyy
0} fppy © pup 00 unoub svy dyysioquisw o0,

UAUOM L0f UoYDAUDBALQ)
TouoyoN 2y Jo 427d0Yyo U0ISOg 2Y) PePuN0f-09 IL6I
ur oym ‘wrwnlusg vy — . MON moqo Huvy)
-fiup mouy finpoy uswom Gunofi suvy) uop J,

JAVIS MEOA@
usjoQ med Ag

MON J0] JI9A0 JOU o8 S9[)3eq 9y [,

‘1261

u) soydeyd
3y} papunoy
oym ‘ujwef
-liog epIaqoYy
pue ‘seydeyd
MON uojsog
au jo yuep
-isaud ‘Ya)
“soonz ueyz

1661 6 HOUVIN ‘AVAYNLVS e HI0'TD NOLSOd THL

YSt]

—
-
¢
@
X
—
O
=
Q.




i
i
¥
&

B NOW

Continued from Page 9
amendment passed in 1982, the
movement lay largely dormant until
recent court rulings_threatening
abortion rights proved a catalyst.

But having rallied members
around the single issue of abortion,
NOW is seeking new ways to keep
old members active while attracting
a new generation of women. And it’s
not easy.

In the '90s, NOW is no longer the
only game in town — there are other
organizations dealing with women’s
issues. And there is not a single is-
sue that can galvanize women into
action.

In response, NOW has squared
off for two battles. To set an agenda

that will tackle the problems women
deal with in their daily lives — from
prenatal and child care to housing
and reproductive rights. And to
build coalitions in which all women
will work together for a common
cause.

“The '60s was a time of hope,”
said Zucker, 29. “Today people are
frustrated and angry and scared.
There has been tremendous re-
sponse to the economic threat, [Gov.]
Weld’s budget cuts. This threat hits
women differently. For upwardly
mobile women, they have the con-
stant feeling of the glass ceiling. But
other women, on the lower economic
rungs, are up against a concrete
wall. They can't find a job or, if they
do, they can’t find child care. In a

| tightening economy, people will hire

a young man over a woman.”

7ucker said that during the con-
servative Reagan years and the
flourishing economy, many women
were numbed from struggling for
equality. She points to the Robert
Bork nomination to the US Supreme
Court and the Webster decision of
1989 (which granted states more
power to.curb abortions) as the two
events that shook people awake. And
the response was immediate. NOW’s
national earnings in 1989 doubled to
nearly $11 million, and much of that
was from new donors.

Ellen Convisser, past local presi-
dent and present head of the state
chapter, said that it was in response
to the Bork nomination that NOW
first worked with other groups
against what they saw as a common
evil. They also worked with unions
during the Eastern Airlines strike
and the Nynex strike.

They were no longer an island of
dissent. Bork set forth the path to a
coalition future.

“During the Bork campaign, we
joined with free-speech groups and
other women’s groups and gathered
all our resources and ran a construc-
tive campaign that squashed his
nomination,” said Convisser. “That
sampaign brought in new activists
and helped raise money. Today, no
one organization working by itself is
going to get the job done.”

There are, according to Convis-
ser, 15 NOW chapters in the state,
14,000 Massachusetts members and
2 500 Boston members.

Onee an organization of middle-
class whites, said both Zucker and
Convisser, NOW wants to represent
women of all economic backgrounds
and color. As yet, membership does
not reflect this outreach.

“We are trying to expand our
agenda for all women,” said Con-
visser. “Economic issues have got to
be a top priority. As the economy
stumbles, women are the first vic-
tims. And with Weld’s cuts in social
services, women’s options are
squeezed dry until the only choices
are the streets or shelters.”

But even though the Boston
chapter does have young members,
it has a long way to go to get the
message to women who take their
civil rights for granted and have not
yet clashed with sexual diserimina-
tion in the workplace. NOW has yet
to create a way of disseminating in-

formation in high schools and on col-
lege campuses. And it has yet to
make clear exactly what the organi-
zation stands for and to erase the im-
age of a radical, militant group of
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At 20, Boston NOW looks back —and ahear

women in combat boots.

Dee Dee Anderson, 20, of Burl-
ington, knew nothing about NOW
until she felt her rights were being
threatened by the Webster decigion.
Tt was only by chance that she no-
ticed a small NOW announcement in
her college paper that led her to the
organization’s offices on Common-
wealth Avenue.

“No one at my high school paid
any attention to women’s rights,”
gaid Anderson. “And I always
thought women could do anything.
But with the Webster decision, I
thought the courts were chipping
away at my rights. I might never
need an abortion, T hope I don’t, but
I don’t want that right taken away
from me.”

Anderson joined NOW and par-
ticipated in the November 1989 mo-
bilization in Washington. Last winter
she attended a regional NOW con-
forence and last month a young fem-
inist conference in Akron, Ohio. She
also helped organize a young femi-
nist group of 15 at the Boston chap-
ter and volunteers at NOW 40 hours
weekly while looking for a job.

Margaret Potter, 25, a student at
Wellesley and a non-active member
of NOW, said peers at her all-girls
school are not, in part, interested in
the organization because NOW’s
agenda is unclear.

“Young women think sex dis-
crimination is dead and that is what
NOW used to stand for,” said Potter.
“They don’t believe that sex dis-
crimination exists today, that it is
very much a reality in the workplace.

What I do hear a lot is ‘I'm not a
feminist but 1 believe in equal pay.
They seem to connect feminism with
being radical, militant and man-hat-
ing.”

The feminist label has never
been widely accepted, according to
Diane Margolis, professor of sociolo-
gy at the University of Connecticut
and author of “The Managers.”

“Most of my students would deny
being feminists,” said Margolis. “The
label embarrasses the living day-
lights out of them, especially if males
are in the vieinity. Not one of them
believes that women still earn less
than a man doing the same work.
The label has never been broadly ac-
cepted in middle America.”

She said the successes won by
the feminist movement have, ironi-

cally, led many young women to
think the fight is over. But with the
tightening economy and cuts in so-
cial services, women's organizations
are especially needed.

These issues are much more sub-
tle than during the days after Rober-
ta Benjamin, mother of three small
gons, helped found the Boston chap-
ter. It is hard to comprehend today
that birth control was illegal, that
help-wanted ads were gender based
or that women, during an Aug. 26,
1970, mareh, passed signs hung by
men working on the _Qld CityeHall
that read: ™ —~—

Must be 38-23%!@“98“ Wanted.
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