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¥r. Bussell W. Elwell
¥.0. Box 146
IEmsdiamtown, Florida 34956

Dear Mr. Elwell:

The Great 15" Refractor saw its "first light" in 1847; for about
tem vears it was a twin for the largest refractor in the world. The
telescope is still quite impressive on its original pier, but for
guite a few years has been inoperable because of problems with the
dome itself. Our intention is to restore the instrument to its 1850
splendor, removing some of the extraneous '"modernizations” that mar
it as a museum piece. Already in the last century the original clock
drive was replaced, but there exist fairly detailed drawings from the
Pulkova Observatory (where the twin instrument was located), and I
hope from these that it will be possible to machine a pretty good
facsimile of the original drive.

Recently I obtained a copy of the now rare and expensive
publications from the Pulkova Observatory, which give the plans for

the clock drive. 1 obtained it from an auction in Munich by a dealer
sho tells me that he has received the book but it has not yet been
sent here to me. I assume that I will have it in a few days, at

which time I will make xerox copies so that you can see what is
involved.

We greatly welcome your enthusiastic opportunity to help us on
this project, and we are hoping that something will work out.

Sincerely yours,

Professor of Astronomy
and the History of Science
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