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Draper’s 28" Cassegrain Mirror

After Léon Foucault in Paris demonstrated how to silver
glass telescope mirrors in 1856, Henry Draper of New York
became one of the pioneers in the new procedure. In 1864
he published his report on the silvering of a 15%" mirror,
and by 1872 he perfected the 28" glass mirror shown here.
Draper used it to photograph stellar spectra, a project that
paved the way for a major spectral classification effort at
Harvard Observatory, The Henry Draper Catalogue.
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Chronograph

Soon after Morse invented the telegraph, Harvard College
Observatory director William Cranch Bond devised this
telegraphic system for recording the time of star transits.
Impulses from a clock produced ticks every second on the
paper wrapped around the drum, while a key at the transit
telescope could send additional signals to record when stars
crossed the meridian. This example is from around 1900.

Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments Inventory no. 1996-1-0333

EEEEETET T 0






