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OUTLINE
• What is the ADS?
• What’s a bibcode?
• ADS as a research tool

• Setting up an ADS account
• Sign up for journal access with the library
• Author/topic/publication search
• Filtering options

• ADS as an aid to writing papers
• Formatting options
• Exploring options
• Private Libraries
• API

• Where to get help







 

Launching as a Beta 
release on Monday 
December 11 at the 
AGU meeting!



Where does the content in the ADS come from?  
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Journal 
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arXiv
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Current Content in ADS/SciX
20 million records 

• journals, publications, conference proceedings, theses, and preprints. 
• free access to the full-text of almost 5 million scientific papers, 

both online at publisher websites and 
digitized from journals, conference proceedings, newsletters, bulletins and books. 

• Millions more are available through institutional subscriptions 
• (ADS provides an easy way to connect to institutional library subscriptions.)

All records can be searched by author name, keywords, or phrases through a simple search form.  

Each bibliographic record links to:
• the list of works referenced in the original article (references);
•  the list of works that cite the original article (citations);
•  readership-based statistics and recommendations.  
• access and pointers to a wealth of external scholarly resources on an article-by-article basis, 

     including science products analyzed in the articles and related observations. 



What’s a bibcode?

Sample bibcode:  1992ApJ…400L…1W

The bibcode is a 19 digit identifier which describes the journal article and follows the 
syntax: YYYYJJJJJVVVVMPPPPA where:

YYYY: Year of publication
JJJJJ: A standard abbreviation for the journal (e.g. ApJ, AJ, MNRAS, Sci, PASP, etc.). 
VVVV: The volume number (for a serial) or an abbreviation that specifies what type 
of publication it is (e.g. conf for conference proceedings, book for a book, coll for 
colloquium proceedings, proc for any other type of proceedings).
M: Qualifier for publication:
PPPP: Page number. 
A: The first letter of the last name of the first author.







SciX Demo

https://scixplorer.org/


• Check out the help section for
• Instructional videos
• Blog posts with handy hints
• Handouts on ADS/SciX

• myADS
• ADS API
• Visualizations
• Metrics
• Second order operators
• Affiliations
• ORCiD





•dthompson@cfa.harvard.edu

•Website:  ui.adsabs.harvard.edu
•API:  github.com/adsabs.adsabs-dev-api
•X:  @adsabs
•Email:  adshelp@cfa.harvard.edu

Thank you!  
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