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Concept:

Response to an NMNH proposal opportunity
telecon with B Stauffer Apr 2009, proposal submit Jun 2009
Proposal approved early 20107
First DC trip June 2010 — exhibit opened Oct 2011
Low budget: $50K
Limited scope: photo exhibit
Goals - educational
- Bring the story of modern astrophysics to a broader public: the
universe outside the solar system
- Feature images from different wavebands and explain the need for
infrared and x-ray telescopes

Goals — institutional
- Build links between SAO and NMNH and discover how to collaborate

- Showcase SAO telescope images on the National Mall
- Increase visibility of SAO on the Mall (from ~ zero...)



ou Know that the Smithsonian
strophysicai observatory?

. Bonian Astrophysical Observatory
Bded in 1890, is a research burean oJ+
mithsonien Institution. Located in Cambridge,
chusetts, and affiliated with the Harvard College i
Observatory, SAQ is part of one of the largest and most tiverse
astrophysical ipstitutions in the world. The observatory and
its more than 200 scientists conduct research in astronony,
astrophysics, and earth and space sciences.

Most of the Images in this exhibition wers taken by telescopes
and cameras developed, puilt, and gperated by the
S mithsonian Astrophysical Ohservatory-
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The farther we peer into space with powerful
telescopes, the farther back into the history of
the universe we see. The light from our Sun—a
mere 93 million miles away—takes only a few
minutes to reach Earth. But when we look at
stars and galaxies in the night sky, we are
seeing light that has traveled for millions—even
billions—of years to reach us.
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Take a mind-be}lding journey from
Earth to the far reaches of
space—back to the beginning of
the universe about 13.6 billion

By looking back in time, we can observe how the
universe has evolved from its beginnings.

verse

oy -of_;N'atu-r'al History.

HEAD *JGoogle [ ] ugs [ +CfALib

Smithsonian el
National Museum of Natural History

Smiithsonian Astrophysical Observatory:

Behind the

; Visit the Exhibit
Science

The Big Bang

Experience The
Evolving Universe exhibit
at the National Museum

october 21, 2011 - July 7,2013

o

This exhibition is made
possible by The Windland
Smith Rice Nature's Best
Photography Fund

Did you know that the
Smithsonian has an
astrophysical
observatory?

The

founded in 1890, is a
research bureau of the
Smithsonian Institution.
Located in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and
affiliated with the Harvard
College Observatory, SAO =
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Stars consist Mostly of lighter-than.ar
hydrogen and helium

fusion and changes the gag
elements such ag carbon an,

All the raw materials that mai
Inthe universe-includin,
are formed within stars
Space when stars die,

ke up everything
¢ Earth and our bodies—
and released into

INTERSTELLAR DIAMOND DUST

These tiny diamond crystals were forged in

the explosion of a dying star and much later

were mixed into the cloud that gave birth

to our Solar System over 4.6 billion years. y
ago. The crystals were found In the Allende ‘

\ Meteorite, which fell to Earth in 1969, |

|







Our Galaxy:

A star is born
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